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'- The Sleepless 


“*, By Martha G. D. Bianchi 


LEEPLESS—the dark again 
Soft on my breast ; 
Night and her rest, 
Yet helpless to forget ! 
No pain,—but sleepless yet! 
O Thou who watchest Israel, who slumbers not nor 
sleeps, 
How far thou art from mortal man waking in night’s 
lone deeps ! 


Sleepless—the fang of fear . 
Sharp at the heart ; 
Visions that start 
From day’s anxiety, 
Or hopes that futile be 
O Thou who watchest Israel, pity the weak who keeps 
So ill thy watch with thee, who slumbers not nor 
sleeps! 


And when, outworn, we sleep, 
Our watch give o’er, 
Those hearts we bore 
Upon our own resign 
To sleepless care divine, — 
O Thou who watchest Israel, not so our souls requite, 
Who faithless hold thy watch with thee throughout 
one summer night! _ . 
AMHERST, Mass, 








Declining to Fight Temptation 

There is seldom any need of a face-to-face fight 
with temptation. Such experiences do come ; but the 
vast majority of our temptations are better dodged or 


ignored than fought. They can usually be either 
crowded out or run away- from; the most of the 
temptations that are allowed to get so near to us as to 
result in a Close-range encounter end in our defeat 
rather than our victory. Look back over any period 
in your life that was freest from failure, and -you will 
find that those were not days of continued and victori- 
ous struggle against your common temptations, but 
days when your life was so filled with worthy, absorbing 


service that you had no time to be bothered with 
fighting temptation. That is the better, safer way. 
And when temptation comes in the midst of such 
service, we can usually refuse to fight at all by get- 
ting instantly out of its way, devoting our attention to 
something else with an intensity that will quite dis- 
courage any attack. Temptation thrives under any- 
thing except lack of attention, It can be cold-shoul- 
dered out of our way, every time. 


Le. 
When We Dislike Others 


Whenever we find ourselves feeling bitterly 
against any one, this is probably accounted for by the 
fact that we have been unfair, in some way, to that 
one. The truth of this is suggested by the following 
from the Washington Star: ‘* ‘ Whatmakes that man 
dislike you so much?’ ‘I haven't the faintest idea,’ 
answered the student ofhuman nature. ‘ Probably he 
has played me some underhand trick that I don’t 
know anything about.’’" We are so uncomfortable 
over our own wrong-doing in being unfair to a fellow- 
man, that we try to relieve our minds by assuming 
that de is wrong and therefore a fit object of our dis- 
like! It is a good deal like the ostrich’s sensible 
move for self-protection by hiding its head in the 
sand. Let us have the good sense to look for the 
cause of our personal dislikes in ourselves, and when 
we have located the particular injustices of our own 
that give rise to them, let us have the courage and the 
character to make the handsomest amends that we can. 
No dislike can survive under such heroic treatment. 


x 

The Peril of Learning God’s Will 

To listen to a great sermon or to’ read a great 
book means the assuming of a grave responsibility. 
For we gain a new and clearer view of truth in every 
such experience, and if we then live as we did before, 
we are destroying our power to profit by truth. A 
congregation of Christian people had assembled on a 
Sunday evening to listen to an address by one of the 
foremost Christian men of our generation. In the 
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From Jordan 


NE of the mysteries of our constantly tested lives 
is the swift change from calm to conflict. 
When the 2tmosphere is most peaceful, when 

we seem to have come into heavenly places as never 
before, at that moment the rush of a storm of tempta- 
tion dazes us with its sudden fury. 

We expect to be tempted when we are consciously 
in the way of temptation ; but it takes us a long time 
to get used to these sudden changes from peace to 
conflict, from sunshine to storm. Therefore many of 
us meet such occasions with a troubled sense of in- 
justice, a tendency to quarrel with the existing order 
of spiritual growth, Why is it that we cannot be let 
alone to enjoy the higher altitudes of spiritual exalta- 
tion, not in a mere glow of glory, but in that very at- 
mosphere to live and to serve among our fellows? 
Might we not do better work, radiate-a finer kind of 
spiritual energy, if we need not have that rare atmos- 
phere clouded and then torn to shreds by squalls and 
gales? That is our complaint and query ; and we are 
as wise in that as we are in many another slanting 
view of God's ways with man. For a less irritated 
and querulous look at the mystery can make clear 
the underlying, pervading, overtopping gain of the 
present plan of sudden change from sécurity to stress, 
from calm to storm, 

No man is really test-proof who has not been sub- 
jected to sudden tests. And no test is sudden or se- 
veré enough to prove us to the uttermost unless it can 


opening prayer the pastor who was presiding startled 
some listeners when he said : ** We beseech Thee that 
our being here to-night may not mean a greater con- 
demnation because of thy will being known but un- 
fulfilled.'’ Nothing destroys character and atrophies 
our powers of vision and action more surely than our 
being profoundly impressed by some great message, 
and then doing nothing about it. The Devil wants us 
to feel that the deep stirring of our thoughts and emo- 
tions as we listen is all that is necessary. He often 
succeeds. How often we say of a great speaker, ‘‘[ 
always come away a better person after hearing him 
speak." Do we mean it? Or do we mean simply 
that we had lots of good impulses stirred as we lis- 
tened, so that we were bathed in a glow of enthusi- 
asm for the right, and that was the end of it.. It is 
a perilous thing to learn more of God's will. Only 
God himself can enable us to pass through the peril 
uninjured by turning our knowledge into life. 


ax 
Avoiding the Strain 


No human being has ever attained to such high 
standards of living that there was nothing higher to 
work for. What a blessing this is! For there is no 
such joy in life as the reaching out after high stand- 
ards and working toward them. Those who are 
content to live by any lower standard than the highest 
that they can conceive of know nothing of the real 
zest and joy of life, of course. ‘‘Aren’t your high 
standards sometimes a s¢vain?’’ was asked of a man 
who was making an effort to move toward such stand- 
ards, ‘. ‘* No. indeed,’’- was the«instant reply ; ‘it's 
Jow standards that make the strain.’’ Those who are 
closest to God show the least strain in their lives. 
The only real strain in life is the tug of pulling away 
from God. The more nearly we get into oneness 
with him and his will, the more completely we have 
God and the universe working with us instead of 
against us. It is the way of the transgressor that is 
hard. Christ's yoke is the only strain-easing harnéss 
we can ever wear. But we can always discover ways 
of fitting our lives into it more perfectly, and this is 
his never-ceasing invitation to greater joy. 


< 


to Wilderness 


put the strain upon us when we are not consciously 
getting ready for the moment when it will strike. 
For our preparedness must go deeper than specialized 
readiness to meet a single attack. Knowing that 
squalls do come suddenly out of fair weather, no good 
sailor would expect to be able to make everything snug 
to meet the squall if in the building of his craft and in 
her rig no preparation had been made against a sudden 
blow. Good seamanship, good boat-building, insist 
upon running-gear that will not foul when handled ina 
hurry, and upon a hull that will stand up. The fact 
that emergencies are known to be common makes 
preparedness common and thorough in all well- 
planned, well-manned sea-going craft. 

No man would be deeply prepared to meet life's 
testings if they came to him only when he had 
arranged merely to .ake care of each one at a time. 
It is only when he has learned the certainty of sudden 
changes in atmosphere and the ‘need for a big margin | 
of preparedness, so that he will have a surplus of read- 
iness when the time comes, that he gains any sort of 
security against sudden collapse. We ought to be 
grateful for our constant training in the readiness of 
the soul to resist victoriously the kind of tests that 
make us strong for all tests. oy 

But even if we do see that such tests are making us 
stronger as we meet them rightly, why do they come 
so frequently in those hours of spiritual calm when we 
seem to.need them the least, when they spoil a blessed 
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somunune 
cagain? ~ Why is it that evén in the midst of o " 


when we are rejoicing in mental and bodily strength and 

“in a clear sense of God's presence, a cloud of evil 
thought will shadow us into sudden depression and 
testing? That question could be answered by pointing 
out the complex nature of the soul, the tides of thought 
and feeling that ebb and flow, the sensitiveness of eye 
and ear to outside suggestion at a time when the soul 
is keenly awake to impressions because of its exalted 
state. ut, after all, perhaps we have been asking 
the wrong question all these years, and, instead of 
trying to answer it, may we not consider it outworn 
and discard it, meanwhile asking a new question in a 
new spirit,—Why is it that with all our weaknesses 
and ability to fall, we are so often allowed the privilege 
of rising up from inactive spiritual calm into the glori- 
ious sudden opportunity for spiritual struggle ? 

‘That is the great mystery,—the marvelous hopeful- 
ness of God about us, and our blindness to the great 
facts that peace and joy and power are in the heart of 
the fighting, and not in remoteness from it. Henry 
Drummond says: ‘* Two painters each painted a pic- 
ture to illustrate his conception of rest. The first 
chose for his scene a still, lone lake among the far-off 
mountains. The second threw on his canvas a thun- 
dering waterfall, with a fragrant birch-tree bending 
over the foam ; at the fork of a branch, almost wet 
with the catara::t’s spray, a robin sat on its nest, -The 
first was only Stagnation ; the last was Rest. For in 
Rest there are always two elements—tranquillity and 
energy; silence and turbulence; creation and de- 
struction ; fearlessness and fearfulness, This it was 
in Christ.”’ 

The sudden change from calm to struggle is a sud- 
den proving of our ability to accept nearness to God, 
and a higher sort of steadiness in glad service for 
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him, ~ ‘To'spme 6f-us the privilege of thus rising into 

“power for ihim has -been only bitterness and turmoil, 
.and we have turned back to lesser things. But to 
others the spring of the beast from the dark, the crash 
of evil discord through the music of the soul, the sud- 
den lure of insidious lusts, have called into being 
powers of resistance, a sense of God's: 
stillness of spirit like the sweet silences of the forest, 
unknown to the soul in the state that once seemed to 
it exalted, 

Yo some the swift change from Jesus’ baptism to 
his temptation seems a descent from the heights into 
the depths, But have we not yet seen that the life- 
story of Jesus leads steadily upward to the final test- 
ing in Gethsemane and Calvary? He in whom the 
Father was well pleased must tread the upward path 
of constant testing accepted by the Son asa part of 
his brotherhood with us, 

And in the wilderness experience, coming so 
swiftly after the heavenly atmosphere of the baptism, 
Jesus entered into the conflict with perfect poise, un- 
yielding preparedness, and a majestic dignity that 
lack nothing in exaltation of spirit or consciousness of 
deity. The Christ tempted after baptism is none the 
less the Christtriumphant. The narrative leaps from 
the Father's commendation, over the short bridge of 
‘¢then,’’ into the strain and stress of fasting and con- 
flict. 

None of us has less need than Jesus for such test- 
ings, such practise in the dreaded transitions from 
calm io storm, If we may share, as did his disciples, 
in his testings, if we are privileged to follow the path 
he trod, we may count it all joy, and rise up to meet 
the opportunity with steady courage, not forgetting 
that other ‘‘then’’ at the ending of the story of his 
wiiderness testing: ‘‘ Then the devil leaveth him ; 
and behold, angels came and ministered unto him.’ 





To Use the Sanders Home Work 


Among recent innovations in lesson study that 
promise to accomplish much both in adult Bible classes 
and in all teachers’ personal. preparation of. the les- 
son, The Sunday School Times believes that the every- 
day-in-the-week feature of devotional reading and 
study which President Sanders now gives in each issue 
of The Sunday School Times will prove to be most 
far-reaching and profitable. Its immediate benefit to 
all older pupils is so apparent that it is likely to find 
wide use by the members of classes, for whom it is 
primarily prepared. A New York state teacher in- 
quires as to getting it into the hands of the class- 
members : 

Would it be feasible to print the Daily Home Readings pre- 
pared by President Sanders in leaflet form, either each week 
on a separate leaf (I should prefer that), or a quarter's read- 
ings in a leaflet, for distribution in class? ‘here are many 
classes that do not take the ‘Times, and many teachers cannot 
afford to take it for them and yet would like to make use of the 
-Home Readings. 

I am now teaching an adult class, and am glad of the change 
in Dr, Sanders’ article, 

To separate the Daily Home Work on the lesson 
from the rest of The Sunday School Times, in the 
way suggested, would be to defeat one of its chief 
purposes, which is to invite and lead on the members 
of adult classes into a more and more thorough and 
thoughtful study of the Bible for themselves. To 
accomplish this with any adequacy they need the 
stimulus and material on the lessons that is found in 
such a many-sided treatment as is given by The Sun- 
day School Times,—especially in its series of mas- 
terly ‘‘sidelights’’ from the world's leading Bible 
scholars. The light that these articles throw on the 
Bible would be entirely missed by one using only the 
home readings. 

The adult class members need to have their own 
copies of The Sunday School Times every week if 
they are going to reap the fullest benefits of the les- 
sons just commencing in the Life of Christ. Of course 
the teacher cannot well afford to supply the Times to 
all the class ; but most members can afford to secure 
it for themselves, when it is remembered that the cost 
of the paper to each, in a class or school club, is a 
cent and a half a week. The results, in Bible study, 
to any class of which all the members are using Pres- 
ident Sanders’ home work every day and following it 
up with a study of the other material that the Times 
offers, will remove any doubt one may have had as to 
the possibilities of interesting Bible study. Assign- 
ments of special topics, for study and report, can be 
freely made by the teacher of such aclass, This means 





co-operation between teacher and class, and that is 
one of the first secrets of any lasting success in the 
teaching of the Bible. 


x< 
The Fallibility of Conscience 


We do love to think that thete is something in- 
fallible in us. Or if not that, then that God gives to 
each of us some short cut to an infallible knowledge 
of truth and right and wrong. This old error dies 
hard. ‘‘Conscience’’ has long masquetaded as our 
spark of infallibility, and a very dangerous sort of 
masquerading it is. A Minnesota reader puts in a 
plea for the infallible conscience when he writes : 


“The Lesson Pilot’’ says: ‘‘ Ninety-nine persons in a hun- 
dred have the wrong idea about conscience. They think that 
conscience is that which tells us what is right and wrong. But 
conscience tells us no such thing. Comscience is not an infal- 
lible guide atall. lt may be avery unsafe guide. Some peo- 
ple who do a great deal of harm in the world are very consci- 
entious people."’ 

It seems to me the writer has not met this question squarely. 
If a man cannot rely on conscience, what has he to depend 
upon to govern his conduct? Paul may have thought (Acts 
23:1) that he acted conscientiously in killing the Christians, 
but if so it was because he did not bring his acts before the bar 
of conscience. Had he done so he would have been saved 
from such a course. A great many poses think they are act- 
ing cunscientiously when they are influenced by lower motives, 
such as self-interest or blind passion. Conscience is not really 
consulted in the case. But then it is not right to say that 
**conscience may be a very unsafe guide.’ My idea is that 
conscience is the voice of God in the soul, and when faithfully 
followed is an infallible guide. 

If every one has within himself an infallible guide 
to all his duty-doing, why read the Bible? Of what 
use is a written or printed word of God, if God speaks 
directly to every soul all that each soul needs to 
know concerning right and wrong? And what is the 
gain or need of moral teaching of any sort, or of our 
studying into the fundamental principles of duty? 
Why should we ever consult the judgment of mature 
and consecrated friends as to our right course of action 
in times of perplexity? If conscience is an infallible 
guide and the voice of God in the soul, then the Bible 
and other books and study and teaching and friends 
are all useless, so far as any needed guidance is con- 
cerned : all we need to do is to sit still and listen, and 
we Cannot go wrong. 

A moment's consideration of these absurd but inevita- 
ble deductions from the ‘‘infallible conscience’’ the- 
ory shows whata dangerous tiingit is to let this mistake 
have a practical place in our life: Tens of thousands 
of people have done great ‘injury in the world—injury 
to Christ's cause and to their fellows—because they 
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«made this mistake. - It is a sincere mistake, and,> 


like most other mistakes that are sincere, peculiarly ; 


deadly on that account. For de ce upon a 
fallible conscience in the belief” it is infallible 
cuts one off from light and knowledge that can never 
,come from within, and that are vital to one’s serving 
‘God by doing his will. 

From the time when God first began to give his 
children other revelations of his will than they could 
find in the promptings of their own sin-confused 
hearts, he has been trying to teach us the great lesson 
of the sure fallibility of merely individual judgment. 
He gave a moral code at Mount Sinai, and he fol- 
lowed this with the revelations by history and proph- 
ecy which are preserved for us in our Old Testament. 
Then, he gave the consummation of his revealed will 
in the earthly life and the spoken teachings of his 
own Son ; and of these we have our needed record in 
the New Testament. Christ is with us still; but no 
man would have any right to expect to know Christ's 
will if he should say that he did not need to read the 
pages of the New Testament because of the presence 
of Christ in his life. 

The lesson of this is that God wants every child of 
his to recognize the duty of using every means within 
his reach to gain an ever-growing and ever. more de- 
pendable knowledge of the will of God. What save 
we to depend upon? asks the writer of the letter. 
Upon God’ s blessing of our unceasing searching out— 
by study, reading, thinking, praying, listening, consult- 
ing—of the truth that is revealed in countless ways, but 
that is never all offered in anyone way to any child of 
God. God is infallible ; and God will safely guide 
any one who is using every possible means to learn 
of God’s will, provided that one is doing God's will 
and looking confidently to God for all further needed 
revelation. 

Conscience has its important function, as has often 
been stated in these columns. It is nota guide, -but 
a prod, It is that within us which urges us to do 
what we believe to be right, and not to do what we 
believe to be wrong. If our beliefs are mistaken, 
conscience may urge us in the wrong direction. . If we 
settle down on the mistaken conviction that conscience 
cannot be wrong, then conscience is.sure, sooner or 
later, to get us into trouble, as it has so many others. 
As the former Editor of this paper once put it : ‘‘ Con- 
science tells us that we .ought.to do right, but con- 
science does not tell us what is right, Conscience is 
a monitor in the spiritual school ; conscience is not a 
teacher in that school.’’ 

God always puts a premium upon anything that is 
worth while, such as knowledge and righteousness. 
He wants us to work for these treasures, as for any 
other of life’s prizes. He does not put them within 
our lazy, inactive reach, as he would be doing if he 
gave us infallible consciences. But when we use all 
the means that he has put at our disposal, he prom- 
ises to lead us into the truth. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR God and Father : Again we would expose our hearts 
to thy gaze, and place our whole life under thy treat- 
ment. We have felt thy quickening touch, in spots 

and at odd moments; now we want thee all the time, and 
throughout our entire being. Lord, show us how to secure 
this ; how to turn our lives around and around in thy life-giv- 
ing light, as the earth before the sun—no spot kept dark, no 
hour without the penetration of thy power. ... We present 
our joys to thee. ow many and how great these are! ‘leach 
us how happy we are, amid all our cares and sorrows: a hun- 
dred pleasures for every pain, and streams of comfort mingled 
with each distress. We thank thee for this. But are all.these 
joys of ours clean and right? Lord, thou knowest. Purify 
and refine our pleasures, ‘Take from us all unlawful ones, and 
all desire for them. Above all, keep us from running after 
mere pleasure, from gormandizing delights. Make us eager 
for duty, content to let satisfaction take care of itself—only so 
we live thy life and do thy will. .. . And we bring thee our re- 
ets and disappointments also, our losses, and our anguish. 
eep us, Father, from exaggerating the bitter taste, from in- 
wardly congratulating ourselves on our sharp pangs, as if 
these conferred some virtuous distinction on us ; keep us from 
being proud of our very woes—when pride finds nothing else 
to fatten on. But use our sorrows, O Father, to sweeten our 
temper, to humble our pride, to deepen the tenderness of our 
compassion, to chasten our rashness, to soften our harshness 
of spirit, and to strengthen our weakness. ... We bring thee, 
moreover, our friendships, and our social hours. Reign there 
also, great God. We would not shun society, but use it for 
thee. If, in spite of our follies, we still are allowed to have 
friends and comfades, make us, we pray thee, a blessing to 
each of these, not a curse. Let no man be hindered in climb- 
ing to thee by our hanging to his skirts. Let there be no 
comrade, even for an hour, who shall not be somehow helped 
on, and helped up, by knowing lus. ... Reign thou, O our 
God, in dur every thought, feeling, purpose, imagination, 
word, look, act—in our very dreams, even in the vast, unfath- 
omed domain of our unconscious hours and experiences : 
make us wholly thine. .. . ‘Thus, O Father, we would become 
a blessing--vehicles of grace and strength to our fellow-men, 
— both of the life and of the, redeeming work of Jesus 
rist, 
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LESSON #OR ‘JAN. 9 | (Matt..3 229-17; 4: 1-10) 


APTISM, like the Christian church in which it is 
enshrined as an ordinance, has had its history. 
It has its roots and in the past. 
Some have emphasized its kinship with heathen cere- 
monies, —the lustrations of Greeks and Romans, or 
that stream of purificatory rites which, rising in Baby- 
lonia, overflowed into otherlands. Before pagan ablu- 
tions of priests and worshipers, of murderers, of cities, 
of fleets and armies, one seems to see-the universal 
conscience of mankind occupying itself, though never 
so ineffectually, with the stain and problem of sin. 
Wherever the human heart has ached with the primeval 
malady, its acts have been more than ‘‘ mere ritual."’ 
But the roots of baptism lie mearer. We may con- 
fine our attention to Israel. 

Israel was the land of the consciousness of sin. The 
sense of sin is our first reaction on God's approach. 
So Israel's multiplied rites of purification, as well as 
her system of sacrifice, was a temporary handling of the 
sin-problem. It registered her sense of a moral gulf, 


‘and her desire that the gulf should be bridged. These 


rites of purification and lustration are recorded espe- 
cially in Leviticus. We find things there suggestive of 
baptism, though there is nothing that answers fully to 
the idea. 

Yet, though morally aloof and unideal, Israel was 
hallowed by the Covenant. Israel was God's people. 
To israel belonged the circumcision, the promises, the 
inheritance ; while the vast Gentile world lay without. 

But into the~relatively higher and purer life of 
Israel representatives of the Gentile world often came. 
They were called Proselytes. They took upon them- 
selves many of the obligations, and enjoyed many of 
the. privileges, of Israelites, One of the ceremonies of 
initiation was a purificatory bath. Thissuggests bap- 
tism. It furnishes an analogy. .And yet in the-cen- 
tral point of moral meaning the likeness: fails... . 


Baptism in the Miniitry of Jolin (8 

' “Tis if connection with ‘the ministry of Jotin ' the 
Baptist that baptism, properly speaking, is first found. 
The baptism is a part of the ‘mission of he Sey 
John had a burning ‘sense of Israel's aliénation. It 
drove him, son of a priest, with the priesthood in his 
fist, into the wilderness to ponder and to pray, With 
‘the Scriptures before him, he came iiito God’ § will for 
his life. The Messiah was coming, and that Coming 
must mean a criSis in the nation’s life. ‘Every warn- 
ing of judgment in the ancient Word stood out luridly 
in view of the nation’s state. Israel must be prepared. 
He would gather before the judgment the remnant 
which should he saved. The judgment which he fore- 
saw was coming. It did not come then,—it has not 
come yet, because this is the Day of Grace, the ‘‘ac- 
ceptable year of the Lord.”’ 

Hence John’s baptism. It serves as both winnow- 
ing test, and sign. It concentrated, crystallized the 
response of those whe ‘‘ justified God’’ by having re- 
spect to the man he had sent, The baptism itself 
Professor. Sanday, of the Church of England, thus 
describes : ‘‘ He took them down into the running 
waters of the Jordan ; he made them plunge in or let 
the waters close over their heads, and then he led 
them out again with the consciousness that they had 
lett their sinful past behind them, and that they were 
pledged to a new life. This process was called ‘ bap- 
tism’; and John, from the fact that it constituted the 
main outward expression of his mission, was called 
‘the Baptist.’ ’’ 

Those were.solemn days at Jordan where there was 
being enacted this ‘‘ baptism of repentance.’’ Mat- 
thew calls it even the ‘baptism w/o repentance,’’ 
the baptism ordained to dring to its own that total 
change of mind and heart which alone could fit one 
to endure the eye of the Refiner at his coming. 
Hence its separateness from all previous or concem- 
porary lustrations, immensely multiplied though they 
were. They, to be sure, implied purification; but here 
was registered, as Professor Bernard Weiss has said, a 
fact.‘‘ decisive for life’’ ; or, as he puts it more fully, 
‘*the complete conclusion of the life up to that point, 
and the commencement of a new life of a-totally dif- 
ferent nature.’’ It was upon this total and final life- 
reversal, to which scribes and Pharisees would not 
bend nor submit, that John: the Baptist hinged the 
forg'veness of sins. 
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: its Meading dad Forms Through the Ages 


By Professor John Henry Strong 


_ Christian churches interpret and use baptism dif- 
' ferently ; but most churches give the rite a promi- 
nent place in their acts of allegiance to the Saviour. 
~ Here is a presentation-of the facts as to the observ- 
ance and the meaning of baptism, which combines 
scholarly accuracy with a Christian recognition of 
' the honesty and sincerity of those who hold differ- 
+ ing views. The paper is as notable for its infor- 
mation as for its spirit. 








But the task of John was not alone the ‘‘ making 
ready-of a prepared people.'’ He was to identify the 
Messiah also, and introduce him to ‘his own."’ 
‘*That he should be manifested to Israel, for this 
cause came I baptizing in water.’’ John appears to 
have emerged from retirement in full consciousness of 
his task of-searching out the Stronger One and making 


-him known when found. Plainly, if the Fourth Gos- 
‘pel is to be credited, John’s Messiah was to be no 


suddenly-appearing heavenly figure. He was to be 
‘“found ‘in fashion as a man’’ (Phil. 2:8). But that 
he was also to be found in the baptismal waters, — 
this; truly, was far enough from the Baptist’s thought! 

We can hardly refuse a glance at our Lord's bap- 
tism if we are to understand fully baptism in John’s 
ministry. - And this is the point to attend to: the 
baptism of our Lord was no mere formal sanction of 


- his Forerunner ; it was, as Jesus said, part of God's 


expressed will and requirement for himself. ‘*Thus 
it-becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.'’ But this 
very obedience of Jesus in submitting to John’s bap- 
tism:proves that repentance did not exhaust the mean- 
ing of the rite. . It implied identification with the new 
order-as well, This is Paul's’ representation of the 
matter to the Ephesian converts. For if a man laid 
off the old life in the watery grave, did he not assume 
the new also? ..Was -not-his very renunciation of the 

ast a dedication of himself to the order that was com- 


‘ing? And this is the assumption that saves our Lord's 


baptism from being a denial of his sinless nature. In 
it he also dedicates himself, with the brethren of 
whom he is not ashamed to be one, to the new order, 
and specifically to his part in it,—not of lordship, but 
of suffering and death. That the moment of his 
humiliation proved the moment of revelation and 
kingly anointing, is no accident, but the annunciation 
of the law which holds for all his followers : ‘‘ He that 
humbleth himself shall be exalted.’’ 


Baptism in the Ministry of Jesus 

But the baptism is over and the temptation past, 
and our Lord's public ministry opens, What place 
does baptism occupy in this ministry? Here we come 
on scant notices and perplexing questions. As for the 
early Judzan ministry, John only recordsit. It hints 
in briefest possible fashion at a ministry contempora- 
neous with the Baptist’s, and in some respects assim- 
ilated to it. Jesus baptizes,—that is, through his dis- 
ciples,—and gathers many disciples. But from that 
time on until after the resurrection all mention of bap- 
tism disappears. There is no reference to it in the 
directions to the Twelve and the Seventy. There is no 
allusion to it as a requirement of those who join the 
ranks of the Kingdom in this its most popular time. 

Why was baptism dropped from our Lord’s evan- 
gelizing program? Did the continuance of the rite 
tend to assimilate his work unwarrantably in the pub- 
lic eye with the past work of John? Did the acces- 
sion of disciples in an era so popular, and hence so 
superficial and dangerous, need to be_ temporarily 
checked? Did these, and perhaps other considera- 
tions .as well, interpose to postpone baptism till a time 
when it should be enshrined in a body more organic, 
and accompanied with gifts which were impossible 
until the earthly ministry of Jesus was done? 

Whatever answers may be given to these questions, 
we shall not go astray in thinking that the baptism 
which Jesus performed in his early ministry through 
his disciples symbolized with. renewed, emphasis the 
requirements of John.;...Men.were, severed. from sin 
and linked to.the Messiah by this. symbolic act which 
engraved upon,.the memory.and. pictured before the 
world the momentous change, 
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The Christian church was, properly regarded, the 
creation of Pentecost. Then, the first time, was 
manifested upon the earth in organic form as a new 
society the heavenly life which Jesus came to bestow 
upon men. And the realization of this Spirit-bestowed 
life was not adapted to minimize, but greatly to en- 
hance, the vast change which separated the Christian 
from the world, We are not surprised, then, when 
we see the Apostles baptizing converts into the new 
order, to find them at the instance of our Lord apply- 
ing the strongly symbolic rite of John. It was admin- 
istered in the name of Jesus, and accompanied nor- 
mally with the gift of the promised Spirit from on 
high. ‘John baptized with water'’; but now he that 
baptized with the Spirit was on the throne ! 

We find little that could be regarded as a further 
development in the doctrine of baptism except in the 
thoughts of the Apostle Paul. Few direct allusions 
to its meaning meet us outside his writings, and these 
move within the circle of the ideas already laid down. 
With Paul, as with the richly-gifted John, we find 
contemplation dwelling on the nature and glory of 
him who had mediated to them salvation, on the ne- 
cessity and significance of his sacrificial death, and 
especially on the almost palpable sense of participa- 
tion in his present risen life. It is out of such ex- 
periences that Paul's high thoughts grew of a church 
which was Christ's body, receiving his life-impulses, 
manifesting his purposes, repeating, though in a fal- 
tering way, his sufferings, death, and victory upon the 
earth ; and of a baptism which not only incorporated 
the believer into this body of Christ, but linked him 
by symbolic death, burial, and resurrection with those 
divine and atoning acts which are the price of his life 
and peace. Paul ranges baptism alongside the Lord's 
Supper as monuments of the central facts of Chris- 
tianity. 


Belief and Practise Concerning Baptism To-day " 

Little space need be devoted to the varying belief 
and practise concerning baptism to-day. These 
touch (1) the subjects of baptism,—believers only, or 
believers with their households ? (2) the mode,—by 
immersion only, or also by sprinkling or pouring ? 
(3) the meaning. Questions of mode really resolve 
themselves into questions of reference and meaning. 

Of these points of difference Baptists are apt, per- 
haps, to emphasize the first,—-‘‘ believers’ baptism "’ 
(‘‘ He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved "’ ). 
Other Christians, while not denying the propriety of 
believers’ baptism, include with them as subjects of 
the rite believers’ chiidren, basing the practise rather 
on inference from Scripture than on apostolic exam- 
ple or prescription (‘‘To you is the promise, and to 
your children."’ ... ‘‘Suffer little children to come 
unto me'’). The question of the subjects of baptism 
touches the conception of the nature of the church. 

As for the meaning of the ordinance (questions of 
mode or form are at bottom questions of meaning) 
non-Baptist churches, though regarding Paul's lan- 
guage about baptism in the Romans and Colossians 
as venerable and significant imagery, fall back for 
the meaning of baptism on the more general idea of 
purification which the practise of sprinkling or pour- 
ing is equally adapted to typify. Baptist churches 
find Paul's description of baptism as an emblem of 
Christ's death and burial and resurrection and the be- 
liever's union with Christ both commemorative and 
spiritually fruitful, and class these thoughts of the apos- 
tle with those other Spirit-led developments of truth 
to which the church at large owes so much. 

Thus the differences of opinion concerning baptism 
in the Christian church to-day spring chiefly from a 
difference of attitude regarding the weight of New 
Testament precedent in matters of symbol and form. 
This difference of attitude is rooted perhaps chiefly in 
history, partly in temperament,-—though temperament 
reflects history also in part. 

Bodies of Christians exist which dispense with all 
ordinances, But I do not find it strange that Christ 
has willed to dominate the whole life of man, imagina- 
tive and symbolic as well as rational and believing, «" 
and to write across his life in the language of figure and 
emblem as well as in the language of daily speech the 
great realities in which man is called to believe. 

ROCHESTER THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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Duste-hiineAltulieian belay 


OR the past ten or fifteen years our school (the 
Tioga Presbyterian, of Philadelphia) has con- 
tributed the entire offering of the first Sunday of 

each month to missionary work,—both home and 
foreign. At the beginning of the present year the 
executive committee, in conjunction with the superin- 
tendents, worked out the following plan, (1) That 
each class should become a missionary class, selecting 
the name of some mission or missionary, (2) That 
each class be provided with a missionary bank, so 
that an offering could be made each Sunday. (3) That 
on the first Sunday of the month these offerings be 
brought to the superintendent's desk by the treasurer 
of each class. my) That the amounts be tabulated and 
then announced to the school, giving the name and 
offering of each class. 

The result of this plan has been a doubling and 
tripling of our missionary offerings. Where we for- 
merly gave between $20 and $25 a month to missions, 
we are now giving between $50 and $75. The pe- 
culiar fact in connection with this is that the regular 
offering during the month has not decreased. 

On the first Sunday of the month the general mis- 
sionary committee takes charge of the exercises «fter 
the study of the lesson, utilizing the information which 
has been secured by some particular class of « special 
country selected by it for continuous and exhaustive 
study, the class being permitted to participate in the 
exercises, such as the reading of Scripture, and items 
pertaining to the missionary topic under discussion. 
Each class of the school selects a country in which 
it is specially interested, for study, and continues 
to keep it until the subject is exhausted. The result, 
so far, has been an eagerness with reference to mission 
study which has never been apparent before. There 
has also been quite a desire on the part of the various 
classes to contribute as much as possible to the mis- 
sionary work, Atthe beginning of the year we se- 
cured one of the large missionary maps of the world 
and hung it on the wall of the school-room ; we. are 
securing maps of the various countries in which our 
school is now interested. These maps are studied by 
the pupils before and after the sessions of the school. 
—Allan Sutherland, Philadelphia. 
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From Three Oaks to China 


HE Congregational Sunday-school at Three Oaks, 
Michigan, has always been interested in mis- 
sions, for the church itself was originally a home 

missionary church. When the challenge of The Sunday 
School Times came, the school was interested in a strug- 
gling church in Oklahoma, to which it sent $89.71 ; 
and in a new Sunday-school in Texas, for which it 
provided song books at a cost of $24.87. In succes- 
sion it turned its attention to home missionary causes 
in its own state, to the work of the American Mission- 
ary Association in the Southland, to the needs of 
India, the opportunity in China, and to the organized 
work of its denominational foreign missionary society, 
through which it sent $100 to provide a bed in a new 
missionary hospital in China. The offerings of the 
year for distinctly missionary objects, at home and 
abroad, amounted to $340.68. : 
The plan which was adopted for crystallizing the in- 
terest of the school in definite objects was a revival 
of the old monthly missionary concert which was a 
feature of the church-life a generation ago. These 
entertainments were given to the church and general 
public, by the Sunday-school, on Sunday evenings ; 
and the audience-room was usually filled to the doors. 
It was particularly noticeable that many who were not 
regular attendants at church and Sunday-school came 
to the missionary entertainments. The programs con- 
sisted of memorized Scripture by classes and individ- 
uals ; solos, duets, trios, quartettes, choruses, orches- 
tral and other instrumental music ; biographical 
sketches of Joseph Ward, Marcus Whitman, David 
Brainard, and Christian Post ;.a narrative of the origin 
and development of home missionary work in Mich- 
igan ; class exercises in which missionary information 
was skilfully conveyed ; readings and recitations ; re- 
ports from delegates to the joint meetings of the Con- 
gregational societies at Cleveland; a dialogue in 
action—‘‘ How Some Dolls Happened to go as Mis- 
sionaries’’; addresses by mission workers. 
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Studying Missions in the Sunday-School 





Among the articles sent to the Times !ast year in 
Tesponse to a prize offer for the practical solution of 
the question, ‘‘ How Shall Missions be Studied in the 
Sunday-school ? ”’ there were quite a number which, 
while none of them secured the first prize, were re- | 
tained for their great suggestive value. On this page 
are given several of these articles; that from the Sum- 
mit Street United Brethren Sunday-school of Dayton, 
* Ohio, was among the four schools to win one of the 
$15 missionary libraries. The prize of $25 in gold 
was awarded to the Harlem Avenue Christian School 
of Baltimore, and the superintendent, Preston Fiddis, 
described the prize-winning work in The Sunday 
School Times of October 24, 1908. Sunday-school 
workers who wish to render the most effective mis- 
sionaty service should not fail to examine George H. 
Trull’s little volume, ‘‘ A Manual of Missionary Meth- 
ods for Sunday-school Workers,”’ published by The 
Sunday School Times Company at fifty cents. 











Mrs. Woodbury’s address at the November mission- 
ary concert so interested the church and school that it 
was decided to remember a work which she repre- 
sented—the Lincoln Normal School of Marion, Ala- 
bama—at Christmas time. A barrel of oatmeal was 
purchased and exhibited at the Christmas missionary 
concert, and the following day sent on its way with 
the Christmas greetings of the Three Oaks School. 
A cash contribution to the work of the American Mis- 
sionary Association also followed Mrs. Woodbury’s 
visit ; and boxes of Sunday-school papers and other 
magazines were sent to Thomasville, Georgia ; Talla- 
dega, Alabama, and Cumberland Gap, Tennessee. 

The patriotic program in recognition of Michigan 
Day was largely original, and after its use in Three 
Oaks was borrowed by the Michigan Home Mission- 
ary Society, and was used in over one hundred Michi- 
gan schools, most of whom returned an offering for the 
Home Missionary Society. A number of monthly pro: 
grams were arranged and conducted by classes, and as 
far as practicable different adult members of the Sun- 
day-school presided at the entertainments, 

On the programs of concerts held between July of 
1907 and February of 1908, ninety different persons 
appeared, some of them more than once; in fact, 
there were one hundred and eighty-three public ap- 
pearances in the eight entertainments last referred to, 
and this in a Sunday-school whose average attendance 
was one hundred and forty. 

Throughout the campaign an effort was made to 
induce the reading of missionary books by members 
of the school. In the class reports, which are ren- 
derec: each Sunday, credit is given for the number of 
missionary books read by members of the class during 
the week. By this means, and through the general 
stimulus of the missionary services, two hundred aad 
twenty-seven missionary books were read by members 
of the school during six. months. 

The Sunday-school maintains a birthday fund, to 
which each member of the school is supposed to con- 
tribute annually according to his age. The receipts 
of the fund are apportioned to missionary causes. 

The Three Oaks Sunday-school was captained by 
Edward K. Warren, to whom no introduction is neces- 
sary. Mr, Warren was aided by three assistant super- 
intendents and a missionary superintendent, Mrs. Ada 
Simpson Sherwood. 

It has been the hope of the officers of the school, 
realized so far as time has yet determined, that the 
missionary movement, which has been the keynote of 
the work for the year, might accomplish certain per- 
manent things : 

First—that definite information might be given 
concerning missionary work which should furnish a 
foundation for intelligent and continued interest. 

Second—that proper presentation of living needs 
might turn attention away from self and toward oppor- 
tunity. 

Third—that the practise of giving to the work of 
the Master might be aided ; and 

Fourth—that interest might induce prayer, and 
prayer in turn bring the ‘school or some of its mem- 
bers to a realization of -the possibility of personal 
service in foreign fields under the standard of the 
King !—Frederic W. Chamberlain, Evanston, 111. 


DECEMBER 25, 1909 


Arousing the School to Action 


Fo some years the offering on the fourth Sunday 
of each month in the Summit Street United 
Brethren Sunday-school of Dayton, Ohio, had 
been taken for missions, but it occurred to us to have 
a complete missionary program consisting of mission- 
ary songs, prayers, Scripture, and teaching. ‘The 
method of study is this: The superintendent, some 
time beforehand, prepares a list of questions, ‘sug- 
gestions, comments, and helps on a topic, foreign or 
home, or both, based usually on the topic of the 
Young People’s Missionary Movement (156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York'City). These are typewritten and 
manifolded and a copy is handed to each teacher one 
week previous to mission Sunday, so that the ques- 
tions may be asked and various topics assigned to the 
scholars for investigation during the week. 
These questions are carefully graded according to 
the ages and departments of the scholars. Following 
are samples of the work submitted. 


MISSIONS IN CHINA 


DEAR TEACHER : Next Sunday, April 28, is our monthly 
missionary day. Will you again devote ten or fifteen 
minutes at the beginning of the lesson hour to the follow- 
ing study of Chinese missions? In order to get your 
scholars interested during the week, ask the following 
questions to-day in the Primary Department: Did you 
ever see a Chinaman? How do they dress, and wear 
their hair? Is this the Chinaman’s country? Where 
does he live? Does the Chinaman know about the Bible, 
God, and Jesus? Should we teach them these things ? 
Do you like to give to send Bibles to China? , 

The Intermediate Department: What do you know 
about Chinamen? Did -you ever talk to any? Do they 
believe in the same religion we do? If not, what do they 
believe? Do you think we should send missionaries to 
China? Why? Do you know who the United Brethren 
missionaries in China are? Name them. 

In the Senior Department: What is the religion of 
China and its nature? Why is now an especially oppor- 
tune time to send the gospel to them? Name some of the 
greatest pioneer missionaries’ of’ Chita. ‘“Namé-thé ‘mis! 
sionaries of our denomination now in China, 


For home missions we used this : 


THE MORMONS 


Dear TEACHER : Sunday, July 28, is our next Mission- 
ary Day in the Sunday-school, The subject for study will 
be Home Missions—Work Among the Mormons. 

This should prove an intensely interesting topic for study 
and discussion in your class. _This notice will come into 
your hands next Sunday, so that you will have a week to 
prepare. Spend at least ten minutes of the lesson hour on 
this important subject. 

For help in preparing, consult the following: Watch- 
word for July 16, page 12; Telescope for February 27, 
page 6, article by Mr, Gillespie ; The Sunday Schcol Times 
containing topic for July 28 (last page); The Christian En- 
deavor World with topic for that date; any article in cy- 
clopedia on Mormonism. 

Some suggestive questions you may ask your scholars to 
stimulate study: (Senior Grade) Who founded Mormon- 
ism? When and where wes it founded? Do all Mormons 
practise polygamy? What interesting thing took place 
recently in the United States Congress concerning Mor- 
monism? What is the attitude of ovr country toward it? 
What is the attitude of the church? How do they do mis- 
sionary work? Are there Mormons in Ohio? Any in 
Dayton? How can we overcome the bad influences of 
Mormonism ? 

With kindest wishes and a prayer that this study may be 
delightful, 

Your superintendent, 








We have succeeded in interesting every teacher and 
scholar by this means in the subject of missions. We 
give annually out of our Sunday-school funds alone 
from $200 to $225 for missions, home and foreign. 
Probably one of the most remarkable conditions in our 
church is the specially organized method of mission 
study in classes. At this writing, apart from the 
work mentioned above, there are 160 persons study- 
ing ‘‘ The Uplift of China,’’ by Smith. These are 
divided into eleven classes. One class of young men 
is conducted during the lesson hour, ten during the 
week. While this is not entirely under the direction 
of the Sunday-school, but rather conducted by the 
Christian Endeavor Society, yet most of the members 
come from the Sunday-school, and much of the inter- 
est has been created by our work in the school, for 
without our support it would not have been possible. 
—W. G. Clippinger, Dayton, 'Ohio. 
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LESSON FOR JAN, -g (Matt. 3: 13-17; 4: 1-12) 


LESSON 2. JANU 






The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


The other Gospel accounts of this lesson are found 
in Mark 1: 9-13; Luke 3: 21-23; 4: 1-13.. Be sure 
to read them. ' : 


Getting Started in Class 


UPPOSE you go to the telephone, with one hand hold 
down the hook on which receiver hangs, with the 
other hand lift the receiver and place it to your ear, 

and then—as you still held the hook down—wait for the 
exchange operator to give you your connection with the 
rson you want to talk to, What will happen? 

You'll keep on waiting, you say? How long? Until 
you release that hook and let it move up? But why 
should you have to do that unless you want to, to get the 
connection? ‘There isn’t more than an inch of difference 
in the positions of the hook, either way; surely the tele- 
phone company could give you the connection if they 
wanted to, whether you let the hook up or not. Why 
shouldn’t they do so, and be obliging? 3 

By this time you can have the class fairly out of patience 
with you for asking such absurd questions,—especially if 
you press the matter as though you realty meant it. t 
the class declare, with great positiveness, that the best- 
intentioned, most obliging telephone company im the world 
simply cannot give ps that connection until you have /et 
them do so yourself by releasing the hook into its proper 
position ‘‘ and completing the circuit.’’ The company may 
send you a representative to teach you how to use the tele- 
phone, but even then you must conform to the laws of elec- 
tricity if you want their service. The slight variation in the 
position of the hook may seem a very trifling thing, but it 
opens or bars the way to what the company can do for you. 

It is easy enough to understand that. But wait: lots of 
people who don’t expect to get good results from their 
telephone service without doing exactly what is required in 
the use of the instrument, seem to think they can get good 
results in their own life without doing exactly what they 
know is required in the way of obedience to its laws. Good 
Christian people, too, Isn’t this strange? 


The. Teaching of the Lesson ._. 

Jesus Christ was morethan aman. But he obeyed 
every ‘‘trifling”’ law of life, yielded to every “trifling” 
duty, as though he had been only an ordinary man. 
If 4e could not afford to run the risk of loss through 
disobedience at any point, what about ourselves ? 

He had plenty of opportunities to count himself 
free from the obligations of other men ; and one of 
the earliest of sich temptations must have been to 
refrain from baptism when John was summoning all 
who wanted to a reckoned on God’s side to repent of 
their sins and be baptized. Jesus had no sins to re- 
pent of; the ceremony of baptism was only a 
‘* trifling ” thing enrwer' why should he doit? Let 
the class discuss the question; and use, in guiding 
the discussion, Sesnerapne 5 to 10 of. Strong’s article 
on page 667, Riddle’s comment on verse 15, Stalker’s 
second paragraph, and Sanders’ second paragraph. 
The fundamentals of the whole subject of baptism 
may be made clear with the help of Strong’s entire 
article, and Mackie’s first two paragraphs. 

Jesus was the better able to meet temptations after 
the victory of this act of obedience; and he was at 
the same time the surer,to be attacked by fierce temp- 
tation decause of his victory and the wonderful ex- 
perience that accompanied it. For light on this puz- 
zling fact, see the leading editorial, the fourth Round- 
Table Illustration, and Sanders’ ninth paragraph. 
But what sort of temptation could possibly appeal to 
one who had Christ’s work to do, and who had just 
received such testimony from God himself ? 

Show that the three temptations were exactly the 
temptations to make a plausible gee to such a one, 
and that they were the natural and inevitable conse- 
quence of his high commission and attestation. 


We may note these facts about the three temptations. 
(1) Jesus having been assured by God as to his own iden- 
tity, his first-and natural temptation was to doubt this, and 
he was challenged to prove that God meant what he said. 
But the best answer to any doubt oi God’s word is not 
proof, but the fact that God has said it, (2) Having shown 
that he would #o¢ doubt God, the next temptation was to 
presume upon God’s power and promises, making a de- 
mand upon them for self-glorification. But we must never 
make a demand upon God without a better reason than 
that. (3) The Devil’s only hope then lay in his subtlest 
attack, which was: bring to pass the conquest of the world, 
which you have been commissioned to win, by a short cut. 
This was plausible, But the plain English of it is: Try a 
better, quicker way to bring God’s will to pass than by 
doing God’s will! In other words, let Satan help you to 
serve God. There is but one answer to that. 

Riddle’s clear characterization: (3d paragraph) bases 
tive three temptations upon what Jesus was tempted to do 
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13 Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan unto John, 
to be baptized of him.. 14 But John would have hindered him, 
saying, | have need to be bap! of thee, and comest thou to 
me? 15 But Jesus rare +E cage unto him, Suffer ! i¢ now : 
for thus it beeometh us to ‘all righteousness. ‘Then he 
suffereth him. 16 And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up 
straightway from the water: and lo, the heavens were opened 
2 unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove, 
and coming upon him ; 17 and lo, a voice out of the heavens, 
saying, * This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 

4:1 Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of devil. 2 And when he had fasted forty 
days and forty nights, he afterward hungered. g And the 
tempter came and said unto him, If thou art the Son of God, 
command that these stones become ¢ bread. Sg he an- 
swered and said, It is written, 5 Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of 
God. 5 Then the devil taketh him into the holy city ; and he 
set him on the 6 pinnacle of the temple, 6 and saith unto him, 
If thou art the Son of God, cast thyself down : for it is written, 

1 He shall give his angels charge concerning thee : 


On their hands they shall bear thee up, 

Lest haply thou dash thy foot against a stone. 

7 Jesus said unto him, Again it is written, ® Thou shalt not 
make trial of the Lord thy God. 8 Again, the devil taketh 
him unto an exceeding h mountain, and showeth him all 
the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them ; 9 and he 
said unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou wilt 
fall down and worship me. 10 Then saith Jesus unto him, 
Get thee hence, Satan : for it is written, Thou shalt worship 
the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve. 11 ‘hen 
the te leaveth him ; and behold, angels came and ministered 
unto him. 


1Or, me * Some ancient authorities omit unto him. *% Or, This is 
my Son; my beloved in whom 1 am well pleased See ch. 12. 18, 
4 Gr. loaves. § Dt, viii. 3. ©Gr. wing, 1 Ps. xci. 11,12, % Dt. vi. 16. 
® See marginal note on ch. 2.2. 1 Dt. vi. 13. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


Chap. 3: 13.—Is any special time referred to by ‘then ’’? 
(Riddle, rst paragraph, and on v. 13 ; Sanders, 1.) 

Verse 14.— What recognition of Jesus by John is implied 
in what John said here? (Riddle ; Stalker, 2.) 

Verse 15.—What is meant by ‘fulfil all righteous- 
ness ’’? (Riddle; Stalker, 2; Sanders, 5.) 

Verse 17.—Who is supposed to have heard this voice be- 
sides Jesus ? (Riddle.) 

Chap. 4: 1.—Does ‘then’? mean immediately after the 
baptism of Jesus? Is the location of this wilderness known? 
(Riddle, on v. 1, and 2d paragraph ; Sanders, 9.) 

Verse 2.—Why did Jesus fast, and why forty days and 
nights ? (Riddle; Mackie, 3). 

Verses 3-11.—What is the special significance of each of 
these three temptations? (Riddle, 3d paragraph ; Stalker, 
last two paragraphs; Pierson; Ridgway, 3-5; Lovett, 8; 
Sanders, 12-14.) 

Verse 5.—What was ‘‘the holy city ’’ ? ( Riddle.) 

Verse 6.—Did the Old Testament passages refer to the 
coming Messiah? (Riddle). 

Verse 7.—What does ‘* make trial of’? mean? (Riddle. ) 

Verse 8.—Is this mountain known? Was this vision 
supposed to be literal or figurative ? (Riddle, 2d paragraph, 
and on v. 8; Sanders, fo.) 

' Verse 9.—Could it have been a temptation to Jesus to 
fall down and worship the devil? Could the devil have 
given him all these things? (Riddle.) 

Verse 11.—What sort of ministry of the angels is here 
referred to? (Riddle ; Stalker, last paragraph.) 


and, 








with the word of God: doubt it, presume upon it, reject 
it; the appeals were to appetite, pride, and ambition. 

The temptations’ special significance to Christ, and their 
meaning to us, are shown in Stalker’s last two paragraphs, 
and in Sanders’ 12th to'14th paragraphs. 

Striking parallels between Christ’s and: the missionary’s 
temptations are given by Pierson. 

The first’ two temptations are applied to present life in 
Ridgway’s 3d and 4th paragraphs. 


The question, ‘‘ Could Jesus have yielded to these 
temptations ?”’ is sure to arise in some classes. Meet 
it frankiy ; there can be but one answer: Yes. If 
he could not have yielded, then he was not tempted. 
A suggestion as to why he needed to be tempted is 
made in Sanders’ 11th paragraph. 

What an awful attack upon the Son of God it was! 
But what a glorious rout of the Devil followed! And 
here is its great lesson to us: fhe victory was won 
because Jesus did not try to win without conform- 
ing his life to every smallest condition of duty. We 
try to win in an easier way. than the Son of God fol- 
lowed, and we wonder why we fail! Remember our 
telephone illustration? God cannot send us victory 
on any terms but his own, When we begin to get 
down to the business of doing his will in the hair- 
breadth trifles of life, we shall begin to be filled with a 
Power that will win victories for us; and it will be 
the same-Power that Jesus himself depended upon. 









ARY 9. THE BAPTISM AND TEMPTATION OF JESUS 
“Matthew 3 : 13-17; 4: 1-11. Commit verses 10, 11 _ | 3 
Golden Text: In that he himself hath suffered being tempted, he is able to succor them that are tempted.—Hebrews 2 : 18 





' The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


IME.—Assuming that our Lord was born De- 
cember 25, 749 (that is, 5 B.C.), and that his 
baptism took place shortly after he was thirty 

years old, the probable date is January, 780; that is, 
A. D. 27. The temptation ended in the beginning 
of March, . This gives room for all the events re- 
corded by John before the first passover. 

Places.—The traditional site of the baptism of 
Jesus is a ford northeast of Jericho. But when he 
returned from the temptation John the Baptist was 
at ‘‘ Bethany beyond the Jordan” (John 1: 28). This 
was probably in Pera, twenty-two miles southeast 
of Cana. It is uncertain whether the Baptist moved 
northward after the baptism of Jesus, or was at 
Bethany when the baptism took place.— Zhe wit/der- 
ness: Probably that of Judaa, if the baptism oc- 
curred near Jericho, But there is no hint as to the 
exact locality.—7he pinnacle of the temple: Greek, 
‘“‘wing.” Probably the tower at the southeastern 
ongie of the temple cloisters. It was four hundred 
and fifty feet above the Kidron Valley. Edersheim, 
however, suggests a spot near this, where a priest 
watched for the dawn, to give the signal for the 
morning sacrifice.—An exceeding high mountain : 
Tradition points to Quarantania, a precipitous height 
about seven miles northwest of Jericho. 

The Three Temptations.—The order of Matthew is 
probably correct (Luke transposes the second and 
third), since he directly connects the second tempta- 
tion with the first, and the third forms a climax, 
The first temptation (vs. 3, 4) was an appeal to ap- 
petite and to doubt the word of God ; the second (vs. 
5-7), to pride, and to presume on the word of God ; 
the ¢hird (vs. 8-10), to ambition, and to reject the 
word of God. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 13.—Zhen;\In this Gospel the word ren- 
dered . ‘‘ then” is used somewhat’ loosely, and -may 
imply an interval of some length. 

Verse 14.— Would have hindered him: The lan- 

uage of john indicates some previous knowledge of 

esus, and of his character, But John 1 : 31 shows 
that he had not as yet been assured that Jesus was 
the Messiah. 

Verse 15.—Fulfil all righteousness : ‘* Every" is 
more exact than ‘‘all.” As a Jew, Jesus felt bound 
to obey in every detail the requirements belonging 
toa Jew. That his obedience was vicarious,—that is, 
in behalf of others,—is the view of many. 

Verse 16.— The heavens were opened : Some super- 
natural manifestation is clearly suggested. 

Verse 17.—TZhis is my beloved Son: Mark and 
Luke : ‘‘ Thou art my beloved Son.” The form in 
Matthew implies that John heard the voice. Others 
may have heard, but it is nowhere so stated. 

Chapter 4 : 1.—Zhen: Mark: ‘Straightway”; 
hence ‘* then ” has here its strict sense. 

Verse 2.—Fasted forty. days and forty nights : 
Voluntary religious fasts were usual among the 
Jews, and at the beginning of his public ministry it 
was not singular that our Lord should fast. The 
length is not incredible; compare the fasts of Moses 
(Exod. 34: 28) and of Elijah (1 Kings 19:8). The 
significance of ‘* forty days " can only be conjectured. 
The time was probably spent in meditation on his 
mission, and in communion with his Father. 

Verse 4.—By bread alone: From Devt. 8 : 3. 

Verse 5.—Zhe holy city: Jerusalem, frequently 
thus termed. 

Verse 6.—He shall give his angels charge con- 
cerning thee: The passages cited are from Psalm 
91: 11,12, The primary reference is not to the Mes- 
siah, but to all who trust Jehovah, and hence seem- 
ingly capone Bi grey to ‘* the Son of God.” 

erse 7.—Make trial-of: From Deut.6:16. A 
foolish and false testing of God’s faithfulness is for- 
bidden. 

Verse 8.—Ad/ the kingdoms of the world: The 
natural view was extensive enough to appeal to am- 
bition, but a supernatural enlargement of Jesus’ vision 
is highly probable. Luke: ‘‘in a moment.” 

Verse 9.—Ad/ these things will I give thee: This 
Satan could not really do; but the temptation con- 
sisted in appealing to the man Jesus by a kingdom of 
this world, not that kingdom which he was to win by 
suffering and death. So most commentators. 

Verse 1o.—From Deuteronomy 6: 13. 

Verse 11.—Angels came and minstered unto him : 
Continued ministration is expressed in the Greek, 
and the term suggests supplying with food; compare 
the case of Elijah (1 Kings 19 : 5). But mental needs, 
as well as physical, were probably supplied. 

WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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The Conqueror of Temptation 


By Professor James Stalker, D.D. 


first sight, one is sorry to see these two inci- — 


T 
A dents united ; for each by itself would furnish 
an ample lesson. Yet, on second thought, one 
perceives that they are closely connected, and that 
the one explains the other. 

Tue Humiity or Jesus.—We are no less surprised 
than was the Baptist at Jesus presenting himself for 
baptism. John may have known him before and thus 
been aware of how far he stood above himself, or he 
may have been impressed immediately by the holi- 
ness in the aspect of Jesus; and he who had been so 
fearless in dealing not out with open sinners but 
even with the most outwardly righteous now shrank 
from discharging his function. We, too, ask what 
Jesus had to do with ‘the baptism of repentance for 
the remission of sins.” The explanation may be, 
that the baptism of John had two sides, a negative 
and a positive; and, though Jesus had no need of the 
negative one—the washing away of sin—he could not 
but participate. in the positive. one—the entrance of 
the baptized on a new life of holiness and service. 
Or it may be, that Jesus soindentified himself with the 


_ sin of the people that he repented of it with them, and, 


=: 


‘the 
| intimated. when it said, ‘‘ This is my Son; my be- 


therefore, shared the sign of repentance. At any 
rate, in his humility Jesus begged to be baptized, as- 
signing as a reason that by one who hungered and 
thirsted after righteousness even a ceremony was not 
to be neglected: nothing wearing the aspect of duty 
was alien to him. 

Tue EXALTATION OF THE HumBie.—‘‘ He that ex- 
alteth himself shall be abased, but he that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted"; and Jesus had not long to 
wait for the evidence that his meek and lowly action 
was pleasing to God. What ensued is narrated here 
as if it were a private experience of his own; but from 
another Gospel we learn that it was a sign to John as 
well. ‘The descent on Jesus of the Holy Spirit was 
the counterpart of the consecration of prophets, 
priests, and kings, by anointing, for the service of 
God and man, s a dove broods on the eggs in the 
nest, to bring forth life, so the latent powers of Jesus 
were evoked by the Holy Spirit; and in the Gospels 
he is represented as sustained by the same influence 
in ee oe working miracles, and suffering, till the 
end of his earthly course was reached, He was to be 
prophet, priest, and king inone: that is, he was tobe 
Messiah. This was what the voice from above 


loved in whom I ath well pleased.” . Of old; Israel 
had been called the Son of God; then the name was 
given to the king in Israel; now it was given to him 


‘in whom the kingship culminated, and who was the 
-Son of God in a sense which no other could —— 


Perhaps Jesus now became fully conscious of his vo- 
cation, and he was dowered with all the powers nec- 
essary for its execution. 

THe TEMPTATIONS OF THE CHRIST.—The tempta- 
tions which followed were immediately connected with 
the disclosures about himself and his workthus made 
to Jesus. ‘They were specially the temptations of the 
Messiah, and they arose from the area tgae? ged 
which he was now conscious of possessing. his is 
seen most obviously in the third, which was a temp- 
tation to seek a worldwide external kingdom first and 
then to fillit with righteousness, instead of beginning 
at the opposite end of the problem. Similarly, the first 
temptation may have been to become a bread-king, 
who would secure universal acceptance by the whole- 
sale distribution of loaves and fishes. The second is 
more obscure; but there is said to have been an ex- 
pectation among the Jews that their Messiah would 
appear suddenly in the midst of them from above; 
and Jesus may Lave been tempted to profit by this 
ter notion in seeking to win acknowledgment 

rom the populace. 

THE TsaMpPpTATIONS CoMMON TO MEN.—The temp- 
tations of this occasion, though thus personal to the 
Messiah, had at the same time a universal aspect. 
The first was a temptation to doubt God, and was in- 
tensified by the prolonged fast. The second was the 
exact opposite—a img t78her to presume on God’s 
protection, by risking himself in a foolhardy enter- 
prise. The third was a dream of ambition. ‘These 
nearly correspond with the scriptural division of 
temptations into the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life. Thus did Jesus go 
before in the path where all have to follow. But he 
showed how to fight the foe—namely, with the sword 
of the Spirit. At every attempt of the enemy he had 
a word of God ready, because he was familiar with 
the Scriptures in which such words are contained. 
In the second temptation the Tempter endeavored to 
snatch this weapon out of his hand vy quoting a 
text of the Old Testament in support of his own pro- 

sal. Thus may Scripture, misread or misapplied, 

e a source of temptation; but errors os gohan by 
quotations from Scripture are best corrected by more 
of Scripture. The narration of the Temptation in 
Milton's ‘‘Paradise Regained” brings out dramatically 
bow, at the last onset, Jesus unmasked the Tempter, 
calling him by his true name, Satan. As the eyil 
angel fled, the good angels came to succor the ont- 
wearied spirit; and thus does the divine peace ever 


‘TO BE baptized of him (v. 19). The ceremonial 
purification in 
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flow into the soul when the struggle of. temptation is 
over: ° ; “ : 


' ABERDEEN, SCOTLAND. 
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. Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, D. D. 
Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


The ceremonial 
use of water as a symbol 
soul's approach to God is common to all reli- 

ions in Palestine. Among the Moslems the wash- 


ing of the hands must be attended to before engaging — 


in prayer in the Mosk. A Moslem journeying in the 
desert at the time of prayer is allowed to wash his 
hands in sand. Among the Jews similar ablution is 
observed before partaking of the family meal. Dur- 
ing a meal, if a Jew should put his hand to his brow 
and accidentally touch his hair, he must wash his 
hands again, as he has become ceremonially defiled. 

In the tabernacle and the temple the priest, before 
going into the Holy Place, washed his hands and 
eet, as these might have been stained with dust and 
blood from the place ot sacrifice. When a Gentile 
was admitted as a Mag ag his whole body had to 
be washed or baptized, as he had been altogether 


“born in sin.” John the Baptist made the same de- 


mand vpon his Jewish disciples of repentance, and 
hence, with items of addition and subtraction, the 
observance has come down through the ages. 

When he had fasted (4:2). Stated times of fast- 
ing are observed by all Orientals. The motive is to 
secure detachment of mind from ordinary circum- 
stances in order to secure concentration of thought 
upon something to be done or commemorated. The 
implied argument is that if.an important matter 
makes one go without food, abstinence from food 
ought to make a matter seem important, The argu- 
ment deservedly fails. The observance tends to 
come a formality reluctantly complied with or inge- 
niously evaded. 

An exceeding high mountain (vy. 8). The solitude 
of the high mountains has always been associated 
with religious rites and the life of the devotee. The 
‘\ initiated '"" Druzes meet on a mountain summit in 
their ‘* house of separation.’’ Some of the Christian 
monasteries have incorporated ‘into their walls pillars 
and huge stones from ancient temples. of the sun, 
plaved where the worshipers could greet with adora- 
tion the rising sun (Baab:Pe’or, Arabic Fegr, dawn). 


* 
A Missionary’s Temptations 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


HAT missionaries are sorely tempted is the testi- 
mony of many of the noblest characters in the 
Master’s service. And they are tempted to the 

same sins that presented themselves to Christ. Dr. 
Samuel M. Zwemer of Arabia says that as with the 
Master so with the missionary, the fiercest tempta- 
tions come because of their solitude and separation 
from Christian friends and the privileges of a Chris- 
tian land. It is natural that those who are fighting 
hardest,and in the forefront against the Devil and his 
allies should experience the fiercest and most subtle 
attacks from him. - 

Notice the parallel between the experience of Christ 
and that of his missionaries : 

1. The temptation to distrust God’s care and to 


use one’s God-given powers for selfish purposes. 
‘‘Here you are,” says the Devil, ‘‘devoting all your 
time and strength to the service of God. ou think 


you are the child of God, and yet he leaves you to 
suffer the lack of ordinary comforts. Use your tal- 
ents—if you have them—to benefit your condition.” 

2, The temptation to presume on God’s care and 
to enter on foolish undertakings. When the first 
temptation fails, the Devil says, ‘‘Since you are a 
child and servant of God, he will take care of you. 
Do not bother about carrying an umbrella in the tropi- 
cal sunlight,or think it necessary to be careful in eating 
and drinking. You are under the the special protec- 
tion of the Almighty.” How many times this thought 
has depleted the missionary ranks. The wise, suc- 
cessful missionary does not ask God to perform use- 
less miracies. 

3. The temptation to compromise with evil and to 
use’ the Devil’s-weapons. _‘‘ You want to win the 
world to Christ,”’-says the tempter ; ‘‘ all right, I will 
help you: * Do not be so strict with yourself and your 
converts,’ Take a little wine; ‘be a jolly good fellow; 
allow your converts to keep several wives, to worship 
their ancestors, or'to keep up their senseless heathen 
customs. ‘What is the harm?” No, says the true 
missionary, ‘there is no authority for doing evil that 
good may contie. f 

After victoty comes new power.. Every temptation 
is' an opportunity for victory over Satan. Every con- 
quést' brings new strength to the victor. 

Saveklra, WF ea Se 
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‘well pleased (v. 17). 


‘could do for his Father was to piease him. 


‘ions of his character. 


DECEMBER 25, 1909 


By William H. Ridgway 

_Heaven’s Bird the Home Bird.— When he was bap- 
tized... he saw the Spirit of God descending asa 
dove (v. 16). An ned heaven and a descending 

rit is always "s answer to a full consecration. 
it and see for yourself. It was God’s answer to 
Cor. 12 : 1-4), and it has. been his answer to 
ie centuries. It is the secret 
find joy and peace in th cabo mn 
supreme a the doin t . 
The dove has always stood for innocence, yas Asean 
and peace. Our homely pigeons are the same birds. 
The music of their cooing upon the old barn-roof still 
sings in the ears of many a man who reads this, and 
swings him back to the sweet old days of innocence 
and gentleness and ontheoldfarm. Alas, the 
bird of the world is the eagle, the bird of shriek and 
beak and claw! The bird of Christ is the dove, the 
bird of the coo always truetothehome. The nations 
that war have theireagles: Rome, Russia, Germany, 
and America. Heaven is the only land whose em- 
blem is the dove. 

Ruskin.—7his is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
**Peace among men in wliom 
he is well pleased” is what the angels sang when 
Jesus came (Luke 2: 14). The best — Jesus 

tis the 
best thing you could do for yours—both heavenly and 


earthly. I am going to let one of ‘my best friends 
give ou agreatidea. Listen! ‘: Now my religious 
e 


s, I continually hear you talk of acting for 
God's glory, and giving God praise. Might you-not 
think less of p' ng and more of pleasing him? -He 
can perhaps dispense with your praise—your opin- 
He has the hosts of heaven to 
praise him. They see more of his ways it is likely 
than you do: But you may be. pleasing to him if you 
try. He expected to have some satisfaction in you, 
and might have’ even great satisfaction—‘ well pleas- 
ing’ as in his own Son, if you tried.” 

The Weapon.—// thou ari the Son of God, command 
that these stones become bread (v. 3). Ever been 
hungry—not fishin’ hungry, but the genuine too- 
hungry-to-sleep hungry? Then you can meastre a 
little bit the power of this ‘temptation. - Christ's 
temptations are ours (Heb. 4 : 15). We have the 
sanie old enemy daily. Note the Master’s weapon of 
defense. It is ours also! Meet him with a text. 
Keep the club a swinging. You will have this temp- 
tation at.the miill to-morrow. \ ‘‘ A fellow has to’ live.” 

ake Badger was as. good a. worktian as we ever 

ad; The Devil enticed Jake to try to turn brass 
into bread. Jummy the chief got him, and he ‘is 
now in jail, and his family is to be pitied. If Jake 
had been a Christian like you, he would have heard 
God say, ‘‘I will supply all your need” (Phil. 4: 19), 
and Jake would have whipped the Devil with that 
promise. Note the “If.” That is the Devil’s own 
password. ‘If I hadn’t,” or‘‘If [had.” The mean- 
est of words. A dust and doubt thrower. Hard to 
believe in a promise. Most hungry folks feel safer 
with a loaf of bread than with a promise. If the 
heavens open for you to-day the Devil will have you 
doubting in‘a week. Keep the club a swinging! 


Soaring.—// thou art the Son of God, cast thyself 
down (v. 6). Satan knows Scripture. Since you are 
trusting God trust hinr to the limit, he says. ‘I am 
a child of God—I can go to the races—I don't bet. I 
can play cards—no danger of me gambling.”’ There 
is only one way toa Kingdom. The way of opposition 
and of the garden and of thecross. ‘The Devil tempts 
to asoaring. The liar (John8:44). No fellow soars 
through mill, bank, store, or office. Harry Deacon 
has inched along by economy, self-denial, close ap- 
plication, and trust in God, until he now fills the 
president's chair after the years. Fred Philips, 
with splendid qualities of person, was just ahead of 
Deacon. Satan came to Fred and persuaded him to 
try soaring. Fred soared into West Chester jail— 
broke his wife’s heart—did his time—and nobody 
knows what has become of him. The commercial 
sky is full of young men the Devil has set soaring 
on the promise of akingdom. The click of the jail 
doors is constant tally of the fools the liar bags. 
Don’t let him fool you. The Master knows him and 
will care for yous Luke 22 : 31). 

Cheap ?—A// these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me (v.9). Satan never 
offered me a kingdom to worship him. He didn’t 


have to. I came very cheap. Satan is mean, and a 
close buyer. Big men cannot be tempted with small 
things. Satan doesn’t have to take some of us to 


mountain-tops. Does not have to bring us any. far- 
ther than our front porch. You can measure your 
size as a man by the Devil’s estimate of the size of 
your temptation. If it is a big temptation, you are 
a big man. But if it is a street-car fare that brings 
you on your knees to the Devil as a thief, you are a 
five-center. And mark you this, it is only a matter 
of time until all the world will know it, too (Num. 32: 
23). While Satan is mean and stingy, there is one 
property he “gives away "—his victims ! 
COATESVILLE, Pa, 








LESSON FOR JAN. 9 (Matt. 3: 13-173; 4: 1-12) 


The Hlustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the con 
duct of this t. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 
tration that can be used, and two dollars for 
LA = illustration om for eet s lesson. 
m ant conditions govern the accept- 
ance of rietiel and the A299 an de calendar, 
_ will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


The Twelve Christs.—/n that he himself 
hath suffered being tempted, he ts able to suc- 
cor them that are tempted (Golden Text). I 
have read of a bridge in Austria which has, 
in twelve niches, twelve different representa- 
tions of Christ. In one of them is the figure 
of Christ the carpenter; in another, Christ 
the physician, and so on; and as the poor 

ople pass over the bridge, the artisan offers 

is devotion to the carpenter, the sick man 
prays to the good physician, the shepherd 
stands before Christ the Good Shepherd. 
Christ adapts himself to the special needs of 
every man. His love ‘knows no limit. 
There is no end to his resources.—A/rs. M. 
Watts, Herne Hill, London, Eng. Rev. 
£. H. Moore, in South African Pioneer. 


Cong Into the Right Tide.—/” ‘hat he 
himself hath suffered being tempted, he its 
able to succor them that are tempted (Golden | 
Text). When the tide turns in the Hudson 
River, it turns first in the center of the river, 
and often it is running down the center when 
it is. running up the side. One wishes to 
row down stream, apd when he pushes out 
from the bank of the Hudson River the tide 
sweeps him up stream. What must he do? 
Put all the energy of his being to row against 
that up-tide until he has crossed it and got- 
ten into the down-tide, and then he will be 
swept by the tide itself toward the sea. So 
a man in temptation wishes toescape. What 
is he todo? Stay by shore and hope for the 
tide to take him? No. Putall the strength 
that God has given him into his will, and 
pull hard for the current that is: sweeping 
heavenward ; for when he puts his will 
with God’s will then he comes into the di- 
vine tide,—/uniata Rohrback, Washington, 
D.C... From The Classmate. . The prise for. 
this week is awarded to this illustration. 


Plain Sympathy.—/1 that he hiniseyf hath 
suffered... he is able to succor (Golden f 
Text). ‘* Don’t give me any advice ‘yet,”’ 
begged a brave, uncomplaining person - to 
one who was trying to offer too many sug- 
gestions in a time of trouble. ‘‘ Just sit 
there and let me tell you all about it, and 
T’ll have my courage back again soon. Just 
plain sympathy is all I can bear.’’ ‘* Plain 
sympathy ’”’? is often the hardest thing to 
give, the. comfort, that it takes years of ex- 
perience to learn how to bestow.— William 
J. Hart, D.D., Utica, N. Y. From Zion's 
Herald. 


Encouragement in Our Temptations.— 
This is my beloved Son... . Then was Jesus 
..» tempted of the Devil (3:17; 4:1). Ithas } 
not been long since a woman came to me and 
said, ‘‘ I don’t believe I am converted.’’ I 
said, ‘‘Why?’’ ‘Because I have more 
temptations than I had before.’”” And she 
was. actually thinking of having her name 
taken off the church roll, because she had 
more temptations than formerly, ‘The 
Devil had rather get you now than when he 
had you before,’’ said I. ‘*If he can get 
you now he will hurt the cause of Christ. 
When he had you before he would simply 
hurt you.’? Asa church member you don’t 
simply hurt yourself when you fall ; you hurt 
the church of Jesus Christ.— 7he Rev. D. T. | 
Kuhn, Alexandria, S. D. Quotation from 
Dr. L. G. Broughton. 


The Instant Resistance.— Ge? thee hence, 
Satan (v. to). Alittle Jewish newsboy was 
selling evening papers among the clerks in 
a large office in one of our great cities. Un- 
awares, as he approached the cashier, he 
found himself right next to an open cash- 
drawer overflowing with coin, The little 
fellow’s eyes shone at the sight. But, quicker 
than a wink, he stepped back beyond reach, 
and nothing would induce him to approach 
any nearer, even to sell a paper, until the 
drawer had beenshut. I happen to know 
that this little fellow comes from a home of 
poverty, where there are many children, and 
little time or strength is left for parental train- 
ing of the children, and that the poor boy often 
goes hungry, finding it too far to go home 
for a bite, and not daring te spend a copper 
of his hard-earned treasure for self-indulg- 
ence.— William }. Hart, D.D., Utica, N.Y. 
From. The Christian Endeavor World. 











Who Is Wronged:?—Z? is writien, Zhou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve (vy. 10). Dr. Woodrow 
Wilson, the president of Princeton Univer- 
sity, and a leading authority on American’) 
jurisprudence, is the son of a Methodist 
minister, He is fond of recalling an occa-. 
sion on which his father furnished him with 
an unforgettable instance of the art of Chris- 
tian correction. A company of men were 
arguing hotly about some matter, when one 
of them, in a moment of excitement, uttered 
an oath. Instantly recovering himself, he 
turned to the elder Wilson, and said, with 
manifest sincerity, ‘* Dr. Wilson, I beg your 
pardon; I did not notice that’ you were 
present.’? To which the minister replied : 
** You mistake, sir; .it is not to me you owe 
the apology.’’— W. R. Clark, Crosland 
06 Huddersfield, Eng. From Good 

ords. 


% 
Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 


A WORD FROM THE EDITOR. —These studies 
will apply what is known as the Underwood 
‘Travel System to the lessons of the coming 
year. A section of the patented maps connect- 
ed with this system is reproduced herewith. If, 
at the opening of the lesson, the teacher will, by 
the use of these maps and descriptions, or bet- 
ter by the maps and the stereographs (beau- 
tiful photographic views of Palestine, for use in 
the stereoscope), get clearly in the minds of 
the pupils the setting of the lesson’s events in 
Palestine, it will help as no other method can 
to give a sense of reality to those events and a 
lasting impression of them. Fourteen places 
in Palestine will be described with the lessons of 
the First Quarter.. The fourteen stereographs 
(or photographic views) of these places cost 
$2.34. The six stereographs for January cost 
$1. Less than four stereographs in one order 
are 20 cents each. e stereoscope is 85 cents. 
Orders should be sent to The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St.; Philadelphia, Pa. 


RADITION -says it was at the point on 
our Judza’ map marked. 2, that John 
baptized Jesus. Jf you should stand 

‘at 2 and look southeast you would see a low 
bank ‘sloping gently to. the water. Usually 
‘it is Well ttodden down, for every year thou- 


-| sands-of Christiajjs.of varying shades of faith 


make pilgrimages from far distant lands to 
this we apor ‘Almost. any day you are 
likely to Seé pilgrims being baptized, while 
Bed’ween* {native Syrians), in picturesque 
Oriental clothes, watch the ceremony. The 
bank farther down the stream is covered with 
tangled bushes and low, scrubby trees ; the 
opposite bank is bush-covered too. The 


water has come down very steep slopes in 
its upper course, causing it to be brown and 
muddy. 
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After the Baptism, Matthew tells us, Jesus 
was led up into the wilderness to be tempted. 
Tf you should stand at the point marked 3 
on the map, and look west over the territory 
marked off by the lines running from 3, you 
could see the traditional Mount of Tempta- 
tion. The ground around you is almost 
level, and you would see stretching before 
‘you a field with a dense growth of flowers— 
large, flat clusters of white blossoms growing 
on stalks almost as high as a man’s shoulder. 
Beyond this field you would see scattered 
clumps of low trees, and then, two miles or 
more away, the desert mountain wall of lime- 
stone towering up against the western sky. 
Some of the summits seen here have nearly 
level tops, some ‘are rounded, but one is like 
a cone with a broken peak, This is ‘‘ Mount 
Quarantana’’ (the mountain of forty days). 
The hollows seen in the cliffs are caves, 
where, after Jesus’ day, religious devotees 
spent years of their lives in meditation and 
prayer. 

We are to remember that. this Jericho 
plain, 1300 feet below the level:of the sea, 
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directions, with ‘its 





with its rich soil and tropical climate, had 
been a fertile and wealth-praducing region 
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for ages. ‘Towns and cities had existed here 
throughout Hebrew history, and under Ro- 
man rule in Jesus’ day the fame of its pro- 
ductions of the wealth of its inhabitants 
read far and wide, Certainly if one should 
climb this mountain and get the view in all 
glimpses of Jewish and 
Koman history and glory, it would be easy 
and natural for his imagination to be led out 
to a world-wide vision of temporal 
To see the 
the ste 
and ‘* Mountains of Judea. 
Jericho.”’ 


wer. 

parts of Palestine described, use 
“ in the Jordan” 
the Plain of 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.— Our Father, 
we stand amazed in the light of thy forgiving 
love. How often have we broken our word to 
thee ! How readily have we turned away from 
thee to sin, when we have been tempted! We 
have forgotten that we are sons, and have 
chosen to be neers. Press in upon us, we 
beseech thee, the deep meaning of this lesson 
to-day, so that when we are fee, say we may 
remember the tempted and yet sinless Saviour, 
who is so ready to save us from falling into sin. 
Cleanse us, we pray thee, from the desire for 
evil, and help us to meet sturdily and humbly, 
in reliance upon thee, every test that comes. 
In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—In those parts of the 
world where the sun is brightest the night 
comes most suddenly, Now a brilliant sun- 
set, and then, not twilight, but the swift 
dark. Just after Jesus’ baptism and the 
message from the heavens, what was his 
next experience? Yes, from baptism, and 
the descent of the Spirit of God, to fierce 
testing, more severe, than anything you and 
I have known. - And yet we do know some- 
thing of those sudden changes from.uplift to 
struggle on the plain when the fight against 
sin is hottest.. We ought to be ready for 
such changes. We fall most easily when we 
think ourselves safe and not likely to be at- 
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tacked by tem ion, 


But Jesus is there. 
He knows. 


e can see us through. 
FROM a. T 


T 
TESTING 
HE IS ABLE 


Without him, what hope would there be 
for us? With him, because Ae is able, what 
room for discouragement or fear ? 


PHILADELPHIA, 














Lesson Hymns and Psalms 

**O perfect life of love."’ 

‘* Forty days and forty nights."’ 

** My dear Redeemer and my Lord." 

** When gathering clouds around I view."’ 

** My soul, be on thy guard.,"’ 

‘Stand, soldier of the cross.”” 

** I need Thee every hour."’ 

** In the hour of trial.” 
(Ref in p th are to the old and new 
editions of the metrical Psalm book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 116 : MS et (167 : 1, 8,9. 235 ; 1-3). 
Psalm 2: 5-9(2:5-9: 4: 1-4). 
Psalm 54 : 1-5 (72:1, 2. 112: 1, 2). 
Psalm 119 : 85-88 (175 : 85-88. 254 : 1-3). 
Psalm 73 : 19-23 (101 : 9-13. 152 : 1-4). 


- 
Lesson Home-Readings 


(Posted under the auspices of the Sunday-school 
itorial Association. A ed by the Inter- 
national Lesson Committee.) 


M.—Maitt. 3: 13to04: 11. Jesus’ Baptism and 





Temptation 

T.—Isa. 11 : r-t0 . . The Spirit of the Lord to 
Rest upon Him 

W.—Isa. 42: 1-9 . . . God's Spirit to be Put 
upon Him 

T.—Isa. 61 : 1-11 . . Anointed to Preach good 
Tidings 

F.—John 1: 19-34. . . The Spirit Descending 


¥ my Him 
. . Anointed with the Spirit 
and with Power 

S.—Heb. 4: 1-16 . . Tempted in all points like 
Ourselves 


S.—Acts 10 : 34-43 





ential 
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The Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HOW last week’s picture. Who preached 
by the riverside ?» How was he dressed ? 
What river was it? What did John 
say? Did many hear him? What did he 
do to those who believed? That was why 
they named him John the (Baptist). 
Ilow many wrote his name for me? We 
want to know whether he spoke the truth 
when he said, ‘‘ The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.”’ 
One day, while John was preaching, a 
man walked toward the river and asked to 
be baptized. ‘The people didn’t know who 





| he was, but John knew that Jesus had come. 


They were cousins, but their homes had been 
so far apart that they hadn’t seen each other 
very often. John had lived out of doors in 
the desert, while Jesus had lived in the 
northern cities. John was six months older, 
yet he didn’t think it was right for him to 
baptize Jesus, the Saviour, whem the shep- 
herds and Wise-men had visited when he 
was a baby. 

The Bible doesn’t tell much about him 
when he was a boy, except that he grew 
wiser and stronger, and was God’s child. 
He was obedient to his parents, and learned 
to work with Joseph in the carpenter shop at 
Nazareth. The time had come for him to 
begin his preaching, so he came to John to 
be baptized. At first John thought he 


couldn’t, but when Jesus asked again, they’ 


went down into the Jordan, and John bap- 
tized Jesus. As.Jesus walked toward the 
shore the heavens opened, and God’s Spirit, 
like a dove, came down upon him, and a 
voice said, ‘This is my beloved’ Son, in 
whom I am well pleased.’’ As the crowd 
went home I think they talked about the 
stranger who had been baptized that day. 
After this Jesus walked away among the 
hills where he could be alone and think 
about the work he was soon todo. (Show 
the picture.) . Satan knew that he was alone. 
just as he knew when Eve was alone in the 
garden, and temptéd her to disobey God and 
eat of the forbidden fruit. Satan came to 








tempt Jesus while he was alone among the | 
hills where nothing grew and where he surely 
would be hungry, Stones were lying all 
around, so the tempter said, ‘‘Command 
that these stones be made bread.’’ Jesus 
remembered God’s Word, which said, ‘** Man 
shall not live by bread alone,’’ etc, The 
Devil wouldn’t give up with one trial, but 
said, ‘‘ If you throw yourself down from the 
highest part of the temple it won’t hurt you, 
for God will send his angels to hold you up.’’ 
Jesus answered, ‘‘ It is written again, Thou 
shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.’’ Once 
more the Deviltried. He told Jesus to look 
all around from the top of a high mountain, 
and said, ‘‘1 will give you all you can see 
if you will fall down and worship me.”’ Jesus 
said, ‘*Get thee hence, Satan, for it is writ- 
ten thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 
and him only shalt thou serve.’’ 

When the Devil saw that it was useless to 
try to tempt Jesus he went away, and angels 
came to help Jesus. 

The Devil tries to tempt everybody to do’ 
wrong. He tempted Harvey to take a nickel 
from his mother’s purse, but just as Harvey's 
fingers were on it God’s word came to his 
mind, ‘* Thou shalt:not steal,’’? so he didn’t 
take it. 

On the way to Sunday-school the Devil 
tempted Robbie to spend his money for 
candy, but he remembered, ‘‘ Thou God 
seest me,’’ so passed by the candy store with- 
out going in, 

Alice was tempted to slap baby sister for 
scattering her doll clothes all over the floor, 
until she remembered the texts, ‘* Be ye kind 
one to another,’’ ‘‘ Little children, love one 
another.’’ The Devil tempted Donald to 
smoke a cigarette. Just as he lighted it he 
thought of ‘‘Keep thyself pure,’’ and he 

rayed, ‘‘O Lord, keep thou the door of my 
ips,’’ and he threw the cigarette away. 

Charlie thought he would tempt a mouse 
into a trap with a bit of cheese. Some way 
the mouse knew there was,.danger and 
wouldn’t go into the trap, although he liked 
cheese very much. Wasn’t he smart? 

Saloons try to tempt boys and men to come 
inside to see pictures or hear music. When 
the Devil can’t persuade a boy or girl to 
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do wrong he goes away to try somebody 
else. 
Because Jesus was tempted he knows how 


to help others who are tempted. He has’ 


told us to pray, ** Lead us not into tempta- 
tion, but deliver us from evil.’’ It is a 
smart boy who knows how to say a big, 
strong ‘*No!’? when temptation comes, 
Sing, ‘* Yield not to temptation.” 

‘At home write ** No”’’ ten times, and bring 
it to me next Sunday, 


CHICAGO. 
. £ 


My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gilt Lovett 


-DAY, through the great eye-gate, I 
gained entrance to attention, for the 
connection-arid approach to my lesson. 

During the week I bad #aken a sheet of 
tablet paper, and with chalk had made inch 
stripes of blackand gray ; a gray pale enough 
to appear as white when contrasted with the 
black. This I pinned to a chair-back and 
stated that it represented the contrast be- 
tween the herald and his audience. 

** To-day,’’ I then said, ‘* we have another 
contrast,’’ and I pinned a similar sheet striped 
in gray and white, ‘It is the same gray for 
the same man,’’ said I, ** but how dull it 
seems now. Why?’ The girls at once 
recognized the contrast of fobs and Jesus, 
and we saw how the very best people will 
appear dull beside the white Christ. 

id John realize this difference? What 
had he said of himself in last week’s lesson ? 
And what does he say again to-day? What 
is the occasion? About how old was Jesus 
now? ‘Then Dorothy told us of the boyhood 
of Christ (assigned), and Elsie had found the 
relationship of Jesus and John. Marguerite 
told the story of the baptism. Lettie told us 
the dove ‘‘stood for purity,’’ and when I 
contrasted it with the screaming war eagle, 
she added, ‘‘and peate also.’’ We spoke 
of what our part must be to be well-pleasing 
to earthly father or teacher. 

I asked why Jesus was baptized. Mary 
told me that Jesus did not need to repent, 
but that he did it as an example. We paused 
here a moment to mark the beginning of 
Christ’s, public- ministry, .and<spoke.of: the 
methods in various churches to-day of an- 
nouncing- our intention to serve Christ, and 
how this helps the individual and the com- 
munity. “Secret serving may be good, but 
open acknowledgment is better. 

We stopped now to review facts, and the 
girls answered quickly the questions who? 
when? where? why? what happened? Upon 
this outline they are to build their home- 
work story. 

What followed? Was this a good oppor- 
tunity for Satan? The girls did not readily 
answer, and I explained the danger of self- 
satisfaction and of relaxing vigilance. Isabel 
told of the first temptation, Alice the second, 
and Bessie the third. (Assigned.) The girls 
decided that one could be tempted without 
physically séeing the tempter ; that Jesus had 
not sinned in being tempted, and that the sin 
lay in yielding to Satan. Agnes told us how 
Jesus won, and she recited the Seripture 
quoted each time. (Assigned.) We spoke 
of the value of learning Scripture, and I 
gave them the following to memorize : 


, 


‘The word in the Book is like gold in the mine, 
But the word in the heart is purse-carried 
coin."’ 


I explained the temptations a little more 
fully under the headings suggested by the Rev. 
Herbert Moninger, of Cincinnati—Under- 
Confidence; Over Confidence, Other Confi- 
dence,” See also the interpretations given in 
this issue. of the Times by Riddle, Staiker, 
Pierson. -; 

I asked why Jesus was tempted, and we 
read and marked Hebrews 2: 18. . I ex- 
plained ‘‘succor.*’ Did girls have such 
temptations ? How? . Which was the hardest 
to resist? My girls decided that the last one 
looked most like real help. We all stopped 
to realize how many times we want to make 
‘*short cuts ’’ with God and try to resist the 
long, hard, but better way which he has 
planned. 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 


My girls saw two Golden Threads for this 
lesson. The striped papers had suggested 
that they measure themselves with Christ 
instead of others; and the other was that 
Jesus has showed us a way to win, if we wish 
to, in any temptation. 

The girls will write in their books the story 











of the temptation, using the headings. men- 
tioned, and then tell how Jesus won. babs 
will also read Matthew 4 : 12-25 and m 
their favorite verses. To i A asks I bave | 
rst t in the 


pos the stories of the 
rst year of Christ’s ministry, Matthew does 
not relate them, so we hear of this Judzan 
a from ge 
irst discip bot: 35-5%. 4 
Fist male, Joho #4 ta” 


Fin cleansing of templd, John 4 13-25. | 


First sermon to one man, John 3 : 1-21. 
First sermon to one woman, John’4:4-26. 
Find out about Nazareth and Capernaum 
(public library) . £ Sis: 
Tell all you must do before you catch fish, 
Tell of Passover, Exodus 12. ory 
| (I find Riddie’s Outline Harmony very 
useful in the lesson work.) . . 

One of the girls had not put her usual 
effort into her work, so I spoke io her after 
class of the necessity of every link’s veing a 
strong one, as the dats was only as strong 
as the weakest link. - . 

My girls are hitched together in ‘‘ double 
teams.’’ J find they do better work that way, 
and was glad to know that last week Agnes 
had helped Elsie with her work, 

PHILADELPHIA, 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


SAID to my boys: ‘I’m going to ask 
= to tell me how you would teach this 
esson, if you were going to teach a class 
of boys.’’ As usual, when I try this expe- 
dient, the attention was alert at once; of 
course, I do not use this plan very often. 
Eyes were riveted on the lesson passage, and 
several suggested how they would begir. 
But I called their attention to the little word 
‘*then,’’ at the beginning of verse 13, and 
caused the previous events to be recalled 
before this lesson was entered upon. 

All of us looked at the verses then to dis- 
cover if there were any words or phrases 
which would not be clear to a class of boys ; 
one suggested the expression ‘Suffer it 
now,’’ and another said, ‘* That means let it 
be so now.”’ ** But,’’ I said, ‘* Haven’t you 


passe one word that needs. arplainien ing?’ 
tha Aero baptize.” Tmade this 
word as clear as possible, telling how baptism 
‘was a symbol of consecration to the service of 
God, and how it is used in our time as well, as 
a symbol of cleansing. pr, 

Various suggestions were made by the 
boys as to other points they would teach, 
and I helped the class by pointing out sev- 
eral iateresting. lessons.- I asked whether 
a boy might have the witness of God in his 
life, telling him that he is the child of God, 
Some boys doubted, and I saw that they were 
thinking only of the sense in which God wit- 
nessed to the Sonship of Jesus. So I made 
my question a little more simple, and said 
that in a very real sense each one of us could 
have the approving witness vi God (¥. 17.) 

Now in the matter of the temptation of 
Jesus my boys found themselves in too deep 
water to attempt to show how they would 
teach the lesson. I took little time for de- 
tailed study, but treated the whole subject 
broadly. I found even these bors a'ert to 
ask whether Jesus was rea//y tempted or not, 
and I told them that I understood that he 
was *‘in all points tempted Jike as we are, 
yet without sin’’ (Heb, 4: 15). One. boy 
scarce fifteen said: ‘* But didu’t ke have a 

wer to resist greater than we do?’’ and 
ater suggested, ‘‘ And maybe the tempta- 
tion: was so much more severe than ours 
that even with his extra power to resist he 
was tempted as greatly as we are,’’ - 

I turned the thoughts of the boys suddenly 
to 1 Corinthians 10: 13, and used Charles M. 
Alexander’s illustration of our never getting 


into a room without, a door through which | 
we can get out again; and our never being | 


so hard pressed by temptation that there is 
not a way of escape.. 1 spoke about temp- 
tations very real, to these fellows, schoolboy 
temptations, temptations that I had had when 
I was a schoolboy—from each of which there 
was a way of escape. 


Home Work .on Next Week’s Lesson 


1. To what city did Jesus go after leaving 
Nazareth? 2, What was the real burden of 
Jesus’ preaching? 3. What two~orothers 
were the first two disciples? 4. Who was 
the father of James and John? 5. Name 
three distinct things which Jesus did in his 
ministry (verse 23). 

Derroit, Mic, 
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CONDUCTING THE CLAss SESSION, 


AST week’s lesson described the pro- 
phetic message of John the i 


and its impression upon the of 
udza. There was at least one eager listener 
in Galilee to whom the report of John’s 


proclamation was like a bugle call. Read 
verse 13 and Mark 1:9. Notice the indefi- 
niteness. There seemed to be no record of 
the time réquired by these various incidents. 
Probably, however, Jesus came from Naza- 
reth without much delay. He was of age; 
he had been waiting for the indication of 
God’s will regarding himself; he would be 
ready to qt. ’ 

Jesus seems to have had a very definite 
purpose in mind. How does verse 13 state 
it? Call the attention of the class to the in- 
teresting difference between the phrase ‘*‘ to 
be baptized,’’ in verse 13, and ‘‘to his bap- 
tism,’’ in verse 7. The Pharisees were cu- 
rious ; Jesus was dead in earnest, 

One puzzling questior which is raised at 
this point concerns itself with the self-con- 
sciousness of Jesus, Did he know before 
the baptism that he was the Messiah? Hor- 
toz (** Devotional Com. Mt.,’’ 25, 26) treats 
the subject helpfully. Luke 2 : 40-52 hints 
at « very perfect yet natural spiritual growth. 
After the baptism, without question, Jesus 
was fully conscious of his God-given work. 

Why did John hesitate to baptize Jesus 
and claim that Jesus should baptize him? 
Is it not clear that Jesus made on him the 
impression of entire purity and holiness? 
He did not belong among those who were 
renouncing their sinfulness. John saw that 
Jesus was holier than he was, and hesitated. 

The insistence of Jesus gave occasion for 
a striking phrase, ‘‘ fulfil all righteousness.”’ 
What was meant by this? Stalker, on. page 
670 of this issue, suggests two meanings. 
Jesus believed in consecration, and was 
ready to identify himself with those who 
needed his helpful leadership. The act of 
baptism was neither the first nor the last ex- 
hibition of his active sympathy for those who 
were battling with sin. 

After the baptismal rite Jesus saw a beau- 
tiful vision of the gift of the Spirit, and heard 
God’s authenticating and approving voice. 
Luke 3 : 21 adds a significant detail. Jesus 
was pleading in his heart that God would 
reveal his will. As Stalker (Pp. 670) brings 
out very clearly), the vision of the dove was 
a symbol of divine consecration to a great 
work; the voice was the word of appoint- 
ment and encouragement. 

John 1 : 32-34 indicates that the Baptist 
shared -in the vision. Why did he need to 
do so? What third function concerning the 
Messiah, besides those of announcing him 
and preparing the people for his coming, did 
*t make possible? . 

It is a helpful thought to every one who 
is struggling to live a spiritual life, that imme- 
diate obedience to his highest impulses 
brought Jesus this encouragement and assur- 
ence. The windows of heaven opened be- 
fore his prayerful gaze, not for the first time 
probably; surely not for the last. Yet his 
methods were only such as are available to 
every one of his followers. 

Every New Testament reference indicates 
that the baptism was immediately followed 
by the temptation. Being assured that he was 
the one whom God had appointed to bring Is- 
rael and the world to God, Jesus was at once 
forced to struggle with questions which tested 
his great soul. The expressions ‘‘ kingdom 
of heaven ’’ and ‘* Messiah”? had very defi- 
nite meanings to every Jew. They involved 
a program of action and anticipated certain 
definite results in the triumph of Judaism in 
the world. Jesus had to ask himself and 
definitely determine what sort of a. Messiah 
he would be. It was a tremendous responsi- 
bility, just such a decision as leaders must 
continually make, whether they will sacrifice 
their convictions to expediency or not.. The 
answer of Jesus was final. 

The description of the temptations must 
have come to the disciples from the lips of 
Jesus himself. He seems to have clothed 
these experiences in a pictorial, parabolic 
dress, which emphasizes, however, the terri- 
ble struggles of his ardent soul. No one was 
more earnest than he to win his countrymen 
and establish the true Kingdom of God. He 
knew how easily popular enthusiasm might 
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be aroused. He was genuinely tempted to 
use methods which ae develop it. 

The **led up of the Spirit ’’ implies 
that God intended that Jesus should undergo 
these tem But why did Jesus need 
such a testing? Some of the class will say, 
in order that he might have s hy for 
sinners who are tempted ; others will explain 
it by the ——— given him to show how 
evil may conquered. Do not forget to 
drive home the thought that temptation and 
character go together. Temptation is one 
department in God’s curriculum of soul- 
building. Jesus’ character was perfected in 
the act of resistance to evil suggestion. 

The clear interpretation of the — three 
temptations assumes his consciousness of 
miraculous power. Using it for turning 
stones into bread suggests the temptation to 
use it for personal ends, such as the appeas- 
ing of hunger or thirst. But this was a be- 
littling of a divine gift. esus lived like 
ofher men, Obedience to God was the only 
absolute necessity in his life. 

But what could a proposal to east himself 
down from the pinnacle of the temple mean ? 
One good answer seems to be that it was a 
temptation to win the loyalty of the world by 
spectacular ‘‘signs.’’ would see him 
through. But Jesus knew that this would 
not be God’s way of winning the world. 

Again, the vision of the world at his feet 
was a temptation to use effective but unwor- 
thy methods in establishing the Kingdom. 
By compromise, by ignoring much evil, by 
acting Jesuitically, Jesus could expect a quick 
conquest of the world. But he forever de- 
clined these Satanic suggestions toward 
worldly methods of achieving a good result. 

Stalker’s last paragraph (p. 670) indicates 
the representative character of these tempta- 
tions. Jesus struggled as we have to strug- 
gle, and over much the same problems, And 
he won, just as we may do. 

Luke 4 : 13 implies that Jesus had to fight 
this battle over and over again, But a vic- 
tory comes easier every time.” 


This lesson sums up in at least four sug- 
gestions : 

The Rite of Consecration, We can see in 
the request for baptism the absolute surren- 
der of Jesus to the will of God. What did 
that make possible for him? Was it indis- 
pensable ? 

The Necessity of Temptation. Why was 
it necessary for Jesus to undergo temptation ? 
What is lacking in the disciple who has never 
been tested ? 

The Way to Meet It. What principles of 
religious living can be deduced from the an- 
swers of Jesus. 

The Spirit Which Baffles It, What was it 
about Jesus which made the tempter give him 
up, and made the ministration of angels nat- 
ural ? ; 


Books THAT MAy Be UsEp. 


The Sunday School Times Co. announces a 
booklet by Dr. Sanders that promises to be 
one of the most useful of its publications 
omy tgto: ‘* How to Make the Most of the 
Year in the Gospel According to Matthew.’’ 
In it he shows the unique purpose of Matthew 
and gives a working outline of the entire Gospei 
that will enavle any who will to master the 
book. He follows this with a large list of the 
best books on the subject, tells how to make 
the most profitable use of these weekly articles 
in the Times, and closes with a section on 
** The Secret of Profitable Bible Study.'’ The 
booklet is gotten up in specially attractive 
form, and may be ordered at 10 cents, postpaid. 


With reference to the Messianic self-con- 
sciousness of Jesus, see any Life of Christ, but 
especially Robertson’s *‘ Epochs in the Life 
of Jesus,’ chapter 1. On the baptism and 
temptation, Rhees’ ‘‘ Life of Jesus,” pages 
82-91, is very good, likewise Sanday’s ‘‘ Out- 
lines, pages 37-45, and Denney, in Standard 
Bible Dictionary, pages 410. On Satan, 
see good article in Hastings’ Smaller Bible 
Dictionary, by Box. 


Dai_ty Home WorkK ON THE NExT LESSON. 


This daily home work is for every member of 
the class, and for the leader as well. It offers 
an inviting, simple, yet systematic and thor- 
ough preparation on the coming lesson, while 
the daily readings may also be used for devo- 
tional meditation, and as selections for family 
worship. If faithfully used, this plan will lead 
one into an eS and enjoyment of the 
lessons possible in no other way. 


Monday.—Read Matthew 4: 12-16. Why 
had Nazareth ceased to be a suitable home 





for Jesus? By what beautiful/prophetic: fig- 
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ure was bis appearance in Capernaum appro- | 
priately described? Where did Jesus apply | 
it to himself? 
Tuesday.— Read Matthew 4: 17-22. How 
may we account for the readiness with which 
the four obeyed the call of Jesus? Would it 
be safe for him to expect a similar response 
from us to-day? 
w -— Read Matthew 4 : 23-25 
as a preview of the Galilean ministry. _ No- 
tice what it reports of the variety of Jesus’ 
work and the range of his influence. What 
must the ‘‘ gospel of the Kingdom”’ have 


included ? 

-—Read Luke § : I-11, 27-32, 
and nte 5:10 and 5:-32 as expressing 
beautifully the enthusiasm that filled Jesus 
in this early ministry. If the whole church 
of Christ to-day were eager to ‘‘take men 
alive’ (Rev. Vers, margin, v. 10), how long 
before the Kingdom would really come? 

Friday.—Read Mark 10 : 28-31, 35-45, 
which emphasizes the rewards of genuine 
discipleship, its supreme test, and its real 
duty. 

.—Read Luke 4 : 14-22 as a 
beautiful illustration of the way in which 
Jesus did his synagogue preaching. Do his 
words seem to us ‘* words of grace’’? 

Sunday.—Read Matthew 4: 12-25. What 
gave Jesus that commanding influence over 
men that Jaid all Palestine at his feet and 
made men give up all else to follow him? Is 
it possible for us to get it? 


WASHBURN COLLEGE, TOPEKA, KANSAS. 





Children at Home 





How the Faucet Was Opened 
By Sarah N. McCreery 


OHN GREGG had begged for a pony for 
six months, and at last he had one. It 
was a beautiful Shetland, named Prince. 

** Now, John,’’ his father had said the day 
before the pony arrived, ‘“*I am very partic- 
ular about the looks of my barn, so you must 
keep the pony’s stall clean. You will have 
to feed and water him yourself, for I have all 
I can do to look after my own horses.”’ 

‘*T will, Father,’ answered John. ‘‘I don’t 
mean to ever forget, for you are so good to give 
me this pony.’’ 

For three weeks John did not leave a thing 
out of place around the barn, and Prince had 
splendid care. Mr. Gregg declared he couldn’t 
do better by his own horses. 

‘* Did you water Prince this morning?’’ Mr. 
Gregg surprised John one noon with the ques- 
tion. 

‘* Yes, sir,’? was the answer. John knew 
by his father’s tone and look that something 
was wrong. 

** Well, you left the faucet open, and the 
tank ranover. It will make a mud-hole, and 
that will be bad for the horses. They will 
get muddy every time they go for a drink.”’ 

‘* Father, I am sure I turned off the water 
when the tank was about full, I am just sure 
I did,”’ insisted John, 

‘* My son, you must be more careful. If 
this happens again you will have to water 
Prince at the pump in the lower lot,’’ and the 
subject was dropped. 

Three days later, the faucet was found open 
again, and John had been the last one in the 
Jot. He was positive he had shut off the water, 
he had looked the second time to make sure, 
but it was turned on, and he couldn’t under- 
stand it. He hated to be thought careless, 

That very same evening John rushed inte 
the house with the cry, ‘‘ Father, oh, Father 
come quick!”? 

Mr. Gregg, wonderingly, followed the boy 
to the lot. John pointed to the tank, and 
there stood Prince trying to open the faucet 
with his teeth. John and his father watched 
in silence, After atime the faucet turned, 
and as the water poured into the tank, Prince 
calmly began to drink. 

‘«That’s who opened the faucet, Father,’’ 
John said gleefully. ‘* I think Prince is a 
smart pony to know when he wants a drink, 
and to be able to get it for himself. He likes 
fresh, cool water too,’? and he patted the 
pony’s head, 

‘*He is such a smart pony,’’ laughed Mr. 
Gregg, ‘* that he will have to go into the lower 
lot where there are no faucets it6open. Iam 
glad we found the guilty party, though, so we 
wouldn’t blame the wrong one.”’ 

**T am too,’’ agreed John. 


BURLINGTON, LOWA. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 








Sunday, January 9, 1910. 


Bringing Others to Christ: Who should | 


do it? How is it done? 
(John 1 : 35-51). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


MON.—‘The preacher (1 Cor. 9 : 18-27). 

‘lugEs.—The Christian (Acts 8 : 1-8). 

WeEvp.—The friend (Mark 2 : 1-12 ). 

‘THURS.— By word (Luke 4 : i6-30). 

FrRI.—By example (1 ‘Tim. 4 : 6-16). 

Sat.—By the “a (John 16 : 5-11; Acts 
2 : 37). 











Study how the aposties were brought to 


Study every instance of conversion in Acts. 


What may we do to influence people for 
good? 


HERE is no order of men in the Chris- 
tian church to whom the work of 
bringing others to Christ is confined. 

We have ministers in the church and they 
have a divinely appointed place to fill and 
work to do, The first duty of their lives is | 
to be to bring men to Christ. But that duty 
is not theirsalone. It belongs to every Chris- 
tian, Itis the first duty of the sexton of the 
church, of the mason who laid its foundation, 
and the carpenter who made its doors and of 
every worshiper who meets within its walls. 
It is the common duty of all Christians. 
“< 

We cannot delegate our responsibility to 
others, We cannot hire men to carry it for 
us. Each one of us must be a worker for 
Christ, and while our work may be making 
shoes or keeping house or cooking or farming 
or serving the city or the nation, this cannot 
be all our work. Part of it, and the funda- 
mental part, is the duty of bringing others 
to the Saviour. 

If we really love others we will try to bring 
them to Christ. Evenif theré were an order 
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Little Talks from Pell’s Notes—No. 9 


Lf it’s the kernel of the matter you want, read Dr. Pelt, 


‘“*| would rather plant a 
single acorn that will make 
an oak of a century and a 
forest of a thousand years, 
than sow athousand morn- 
ing glories that give joy 
for a day and are gone to- 
morrow. For the same 
reason | would rather plant 
one living truth in the heart 
—_ - of a child that will multi- 
ply through the ages, than scatter a thousand 
brilliant conceits before a great audience that 
will flash like sparks for an instant, and like 
sparks disappear forever.” 





If this is the sort of spirit you like— 


cut out this advertisement and mail 
it to us, and we will send you free 
several different copies of the Im- 
proved PELL’S NOTES on 
the International Sunday-school 
Lessons, and will quote you special 
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State whether superintendent, teacher, or Bible class leader 


prices on the Notes in quantities. Siena Bs ne) ids, Syighus yard wissd es kT) dae 3 
Robert Harding Co., Inc. 
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of men to whom the work of bringing men 
to Christ should be committed, they would do 
only a small part of it. The mothers would 
do far more, just as they do far more now, 
than any special body of religious workers 
can do, and not only mothers would still try 
to bring others to Christ, but every man who 
truly loved some one would seek to bring 
that other person to the best Friend in the 
world, 


“% 

If we really love Christ we will try to bring 
people to him both for his sake and for theirs 
—both because of his command and because 
his love within us will be as a burning fire. 
As an old writer of the Church of England 
has said: ** The Christian church is a society, 
a brotherhood, a fellowship. The very char- 
acter of its incorporation contains a eommand 
for its extension. The very end of its exis- 
tence is the conversion of the whole world to 
communion with itself. Christianity is the 
world’s leaven; it is a growing light, it is 
a diffusive love; and every member of the 
Christian church is called to be a herald 
and a preacher of its faith. The love of 
Christ constrains him ; that with which he is 
baptized is as fire, and will burn, and burn- 
ing it will enlighten and inflame.’ A man 
who has felt the blessing of the gospel in his 
own soul cannot but be anxious to impart it 
to his brethren. In every Christian heart, 
be assured, Christianity will find a new 
missionary, and, if need be,'a new martyr.’’ 

% 

And every Christian can be a winner of 
souls. All that is necessary is just that each 
one should tell a friend of his own love of 
God as Father and of Christ as Saviour, and 
of his own experience of the love of God and 
the grace of Christ. We do not need to 
argue. It is better far not to be drawn into 
argument. We do do ndt need to preach. 
There isa place for preaching, but others can 
do that better than we can, and conversation 
with a friend is not the place for it. Ah that 
we need to do is simply to talk sincerely 
about the Father and the Saviour, and of our 
need of them, and of their help and love 
given tous. The Spirit of God will do all 
the rest. He will carry the truth home to 
the heart and draw the other child to the 


PELOUBETS 
SELECT NOTES 


For 1910 
The World’s Greatest Commentary 
on the International Sunday School Lessons 


by 
Rev.F. N. Peloubet, D.D.4 Prof. AmosR.W ells, A.M. 
36th ANNUAL VOLUME 


Next to the Bible, the teacher’s best friend 


PRACTICAL—UP TO DATE—CONDENSED 


Advanced methods of teaching, when deemed 
practical, have been in ted into the 
treatment of the lessons; odsen thought and 
the result of recent research are always found 
in this commentary, and all that is essential to 
the Bible student is presented in a condensed 
form and is arranged so that it can be easily and 
effectively used. This volume is regarded as A 
indispensable by all who have ever used it. @ a 


Cloth, price, $1.25, postpaid 
WILDE COMPANY, C25tst\ieice: 328 Webech Ave. 
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Ask for the Catalogue of The Sunday School Times Company 








The Natural Laxative Mineral Water 
Nature’s own way of cleansing the body 
is most simple. She provides a pare and 
wholesome Mineral water as a laxative and 
health tonic. Keep yourself in healthy con- 
dition by drinking half a giass on arising in 
the morning. 


Hunyadi Janos 


FOR 
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Father, who loves. and desires, 
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FARM LIEN SECURITIES 
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Among all the bonds that we handle, 
there are none so attractive to men who 
know, as Irrigation bouds. Syste y 

These are among the reasons; . 

Irrigation bonds ‘are, secured. by first 
liens on the most fertile farm lands in 
America. ater 

The liens are given by individual land 
owners in paynient for water. rights. 
The water immediately multiplies ‘the 
land’s value,. The first crop from -the 
land will usually pay the whole lieti; and 
sometimes by several times over, 

‘The liens are conservative. Bonds 
are rarely issued to more than one- 
fourth the land’s value. 

The liens are paid off in annual in- 
stalments, so the indebtedness con- 
stantly decreases. 

The bonds are additionally secured 
by a first mortgage on all the property 
which the Irrigation Company owns. 
So we have a corporation, with large 
interests at stake, to guard against any 
delinquencies. 


Some Are Municipal 


Some Irrigation bonds are issued by 
organized districts, the same as School 
bonds. Such bonds form a tax lien on 
ail the taxable Property in the com- 
munity. They form a high grade of 
municipal security, 





Other Irrigation bonds are ‘issued 
under the ‘Carey Act.” Such projects, 
until they are completed and turned 


over to settlers, are under the constant 
supervision of the State Engineer and 
State Land Board. 

Behind every Irrigation bond that we 
handle there is ample and ideal security. 


“Six Per Cent’ 

' Bx di 
be “a, tion.bonds.pay-six percent inter- 
est. ‘That is a higher rate than can now 


beobtairied on any large class of bonds 
based on equal security. = 





| on,all this experience, 


. 


The demand for es land, be- 
cause of its enormous ferti By. greatly 
exceeds the ty Irrigation projects 
are profitable; and, if rightly conducted, 
are free from risk. So. there is t 
demand for money to help finance Tee 
oe and six per cent is paid to 
obtain it, 


$100—$500—$1,000 

Irrigation bonds are issued in series, 
some due in two years, some in twelve 
years, some due every year between. 
One may make long-time or short-time 
investments. Every bond paid off in- 
creases the security back of the rest. 

They'are issued in denominations of 
$100, $500 and $1,000, so they appeal to 
both small investors and large. 

Irrigation bonds have me the 
most popular bonds that we handle. 
They are the safest six per cent bonds 
that we know. 


73 Issues Sold 


In the past 15 years we have sold 
73 separate issues of Drainage and Irri- 

ation bonds, based on farm lien secur- 
ity. Not a dollar of loss has resulted to 
any investor. 

We are now the largest dealers in 
bonds of this class. We have our own 
engineers and attorneys to pass on every 
detail. An officer of our Company con- 
stantly resides in the irrigated sections, 
watching the projects we finance. 

Because of these facilities we get 
our pick of these bonds. . There are 
very few issues which are not offered 
tous. 

We have now written a book based 








aclear idea of all that pertains to Irri- 
gation and Irrigation nds. Every 
investor, small,-or large, owes to himself 
its perusal. The book will be sent on 
request. a , 





January Investments 





For January investors we have on 
hand 100 varieties of bonds. They in- 
clude Municipal, Public Utility, Water 
Power, Corporation and Irrigation 
Bonds. 


Please ask for our list. Cut 


out this reminder so you won't forget. 





+. o 3 
Sroutridgel Niver Ce: 
First National Bank Building, Chicago 


50 Congress Street 111 Broadway 
Boston New York 
Please send your free book on Irrigation Bonds 
and list of other securities. 
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First National Bank Bidg. Houtridge &fiverGe $0 Congress St., Boston 
Chicago f tt Broadway, New York 














Two Guides to 


the Geography 


of the 1910 Lessons 


Arnold’s Chart of:Christ’s Journeyings 
Bond paper, 20 cents, stiff covers, folded to pocket size. 
Four clear outline journey-maps, showing the various periods of Jesus’ 


ministry, with the events and: the Bible references in parallel columns. 


Similar 


in arrangement to Arnold’s Chart of Paul’s Journeyings, so widely used in 1909. 


Student’s Map of Palestine 
22X34 imches. 
rollers, $1.00. 


with references ; 
location ; 
what occurred there. 





Prepared by the Rev,. Andrew. P, Stout, isa most usable, practical map. | It 
shows vividly the journeys of Jesus and places visited ; it gives a list of 116 events, 
a long list of towns, mountains, rivérs, etc.; with a key’to their 
it gives at many points right on the map itself a few lites descriptive of 
Besides this it is a full, detailed, general map'of Palestine, 
showing the most important places in the Old and New Testaments. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY, 1031 Walnut Street, PHILADELPHIA, Pa, 


On map paper, folded within stiff covers, pocket size. 


Paper, 6 colors, 50 cents; cloth back, mounted on two 








It will give you 
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MIIWAUKRE, WIs.—Kindly send me four 
lists of books for the library, 
classified as follows : ‘I'wenty-five each for a 
under ten years ; boys under ten years; boys 
between ten and fifieen years; girls between 
ten and fifteen years. —E. P. 


If you will send to the office of the Inter- 
national Sunday School Association, 805 
Hartford Building, Chicago, for Missionary 
Leaflet No. 2, you will have a list of five 
hundred splendid books for boys and girls of 
the ages you name. They are all on mis- 
sionary themes, and they are intensely in- 
teresting. 





EMPORIA, KANSAS.—Our county has held 
three conventions and one rally, with another 
convention for next , and there will 
be a number more rallies held this year. All 
our conventions except the Americus Conven- 
tion are Sunday dates. ‘This is not as I would 
wish it, but I am employed as a hardware sales- 
man and cannot attend during business days, 
and therefore do not feel free to advocate too 
strongly the week-day convention, as my people 
will think I am trying to avoid my regular con- 
vention work; and besides, more of the township 
officers will not plan for a convention unless I 
can be there. Personally I should like to see 
all of them held on week-days. Please publish 
eat | real strong and radical in this line. 


As a rule it is unwise to hold Sunday- 
school conventions on Sunday because, in 
order to attend them, pastors, Sunday-school 
school officers, and teachers must be absent 
from their own churches and schools. It is 
doubifu! if the good to be received at Sunday 
conventions—no matter how excellent . the 





program may be—will make wp for the dis- 
arranging of the work at home. It is ad- | 
mitted that larger numbers can often be | 


secured on Sunday; but we should bear in | 
mind that numbers are not the only test, and 
usually not the real test, of efficiency. Purely 
local conventions such as a village or town- 
ship usually holds are oftén set for Sunday 
afternoon and night. These requife the 
uniting Of the churches in a union. service at 
night, and do not interfere with the school 
or morning preaching service. There is not 
so much objection to this if-allthe churches 
are willing to enter into the arrangement. 
In some ‘states Sunday counly conventions 
used “to be very common, but very few are 
now held. If the greatest work in the world 
—winning the world to God—through the 
teaching of the greatest book in the world— | 
the Bible—in obedience to our Lord’s great 
command, will not draw together on week- 
days as often as is necessary those who have 
undertaken to do God’s work, the time has 
come to examine ourselves, and see if we are 
really taking seriously the religion we profess, 





OSHKOSH, WIs.—Will you kindly inform me 
where | can find the best helps for the superin- 
tendent of the Intermediate Department. 
seventh, eighth, aud ninth grades, in our Sun- 
day-school ?—J. H. B. 


I know of no book or regular publication 
devoted exclusively to the Intermediate De- 
partment. I would recommend you to send 
to your state secretary for their Intermediate 
Leaflet, No. 1, which will give you many 
suggestions on this subject. 

More attention is being paid now to the 
Intermediate Department than ever before, 
Consequently there are numerous articles 
appearing from time to time in the various 
denominatioral publications that will help 
you materially. 

I suggest that you procure the following 
books. ‘They will not all be equally helpful | 
to you, but they will all give you suggestions 
that will be valuable to you. 

Boys’ Congress of Missions. 
Emma Emilie Keebler. 50 cents, 

‘Ten Reasons Why the Boy Left Sunday 
School. By E. C. Knapp. - 10 cents. 

The Boy Problem. $1. By Dr. Forbush. | 

The Messenger Manual. By the Rev. 
John-C. Carman. 5 cents. 

‘The Gospel for Boys. By David C. Cook | 





By Miss | 


and others. 25 cents. 
Missionary Methods for Sunday-school 
Workers. By the Rev. George H. Trull. 50 
cents. 
The Boy and the Church. By Eugene C, 
Foster, . 75, cents, 





~The Suaday. School and the Boy. 
| David C. Cook. 25 cents. 


By 
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Hand-work in the Sunday-school, By the 
Rev. M.S. Littlefield. $1, : 
Winning the Boy. By Merrill, 


-D. et 
Boys’ oN By Thomas Chew. 
cents. 


25 . 
Boys of the Street and How to Win Them. 
By the Rev. Charles Stelzle, 50 cents. 
Blety rie! . By Thomas Chew. 
| River, Mass. I a year; especially 
4 1906, and November, 1907, numbers. 
Gang of Six. 50 cents. By Du Bose. 
Pioneers is a little text-book on **home- 
making in the wilderness.’’ ‘The best thing 
about it is the idea of it, the general plan 
and teaching suggestions. The narrations 
themselves are so lacking in literary form as 
to endanger their power to attract. ‘The 
style is dry and fragmentary, presupposing 
too much to be winning. In a teacher’s 
hands, however, the book ought to be sugges- 
tive. A Sunday-school teacher would gain 
from it a larger view of the leavening power 
of Christianity. Quite ingenious is the 
folded chart, or bird’s-eye view, showing the 
advancing tide of civilization at different 
periods, as Christian education and industry 
ush the frontier westward. (Pioneers. By 


atharine R. Crowell. New York; The 
Willett Press. _40 cents ; paper, 25 cents.) 


Lead, Kindly Light. — «‘ Intimations 
from Cardinal Newman’s Hymn,’’ by John 
Sheridan Zelie, is one of the rare little books 
that give fragrance to a whole i and 
savor to a life-time of struggle ; one likes it 
on first reading, but the liking deepens with 
every reperusal. .Dr. Zelie is one of The 
Sunday School Times’ staff of editorial 








| writers, and the series of editorials. that make 
| up this book attracted. wide attention when 


published in these columns. The author 
has pondered deeply, read widely and wisely, 
felt much, and acquired. a penetrating. and 
kindly vision into the secret places ‘of the 
human heart, His precision and deftness of 
touch.bring healing to.our aches, not a new 
sthart; his painless, probe opens: inp $5 
new. domains of holy experience, Dr. elie’s 
literary charm.-seems.:unstudied-;.. he never 
takes us by storm; but his “‘ fine careless- 
ness’? is the product of a_full toil which puts 
him at ease-in handling: his affluence.of preg- 
nant phrase and wholesome meaning... It is 
a relief to turn from the -contortions and 
lurid extravagances of certain more preten- 
tious writers to the unforced elegance, the 
sincere simplicities, and the choice values of 
such a book as this. Its sane optimism is 
the breath of the gospel blown to us from 
lips that have long fed, and have long fed 
others, on its very marrow. The little book 
would make a choice gift. (‘‘ Lead, Kindly 
Light.’’? By John Sheridan Zelie. _To-be 
had from The Sunday School Times Co, 75 
cents, net, postpaid. ) 


The Boy and the Church.—It took 
only a glance at this book to show that it was 
a good one, but it took more than‘ that to 
find out how good it is. There is really 
nothing more useful upon its topic available. 
It is written down to the busy teacher or 
parent, yet it is written from a real experi- 
ence, and it shows the influence also of some 
good reading and thinking. Mr. Foster 
begins with the boy himself, and makes a 
realistic study of him as he and we know him, 
not the degenerate, but the mischief-maker 
whom adults persist in misunderstanding. 
Then he goes with him to the home; the 
Sunday-sehool, and the church, and’ points 
out, in crisp and unmistakable language, 
how we neglect this boy or fail to provide 
for him. During the remaining pages Mr. 


| Foster appeals for closer companionship on 


the part of father, teacher, and minister, ‘more 


| lively Sunday-school instruction and preach- 


ing, more hearty readiness to appreciate the 


| boy’s gang instinct and his love for sport, 


and the great néed-of more careful informa- 
mation that shallpretect him from temptation 
and vice..' The word ‘‘ sane ’’ which occurs 
often in the book well describes it, if we add 
also the word ‘‘fervent.’’ There are many 
memorable ¢pigrammatic sentences. A very 
useful feature is the refefence at the close of 
each chapter to a very few available books 
which treat the topic of that chapter more 
fully. (Zhe Boy and the Church. By 
Eugene C. Foster. The Sunday School 
Times Co. 75 cents net, postage prepaid.) 
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tery about it. 
' Macbeth lamp~ 
chimneys do not 
break from heat, 
because they're 
made of Macbeth 
Pearl Glass in- 
stead of common 
bottle or window 
glass. 
Macbeth, is on 
That’s my name. 





my chimneys. 
I would hate to put it on a 
chimney that would make me 
ashamed. 


Macbeth Jamp-chimneys are sold by the best 


grocers everywhere, ; . 

My book insures your getting the right chimney 
for your lamp; it also gives onpuentians about the 
care of lamps. It is free. Address 


M ACBETH, Pittsburgh 








“There’s no mys- | , 


TItr)« >) 


T IS sometimes well to stand offand look 
ata thing from a sufficient distance to 

see it in its true light and p 
A midwinter look at the problem of the custo- 
mary midsummer slump in Sunday-school 
attendance may help us the better to realize 
a truth that was abundantly proved in these 
columns last May by an investigation of facts. 
The chief cause of the summer slump is not 
the vacation absences from home, lt is the 
fact that those who could come do not come, 
chiefly because the general attitude of officers 
and teachers—even pastors, oftentimes—is 
that the school is expected to go to pieces in 
hot weather. Noschool can stand that strain. 
But any school that takes exactly the op- 
ite attitude can send the hot-weather 
ugaboo flying. There are never enough 
people away from home on any one Sunday 
to necessitate the demoralization of a school. 
If you doubt this, investigate the facts for 
ourself in your own home school on the 
Rottest Sunday of next summer. In the 
meantime, study the following facts in the 
life of a few schools that declined to tolerate 
a summer slump, and plan now to have your 

school do likewise next summer. 


Declining to Tolerate a Summer ‘Slump 


THE: SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





ring that it would publish this winter an 
Weast Roll of the nanres of all Sunday-. 
schools that attained the following record in 
attendance: (a) Average weekly attendance 
from’ the third Sunday in September, 1908, 
to the second Sunday in June, 1909, inclu- 
sive, sixty percent, or better, of the total en- 
rolment of the school during. that period; 
(b) average weekly attendance from the third 
Sunday in June, 1909, to the second Sunday 
in September, 1909, inclusive, eighty per- 
cent, or better, of the average weekly at- 
tendance of the period called for in (a). In 
other words, calling (a) the winter attend- 
ance, and (b) the summer ettendance, the 
average weekly winter attendance was to be 
at least sixty percent of the enrolment, and 
the average summer attendance was to be at 
least eighty percent of the average winter 
attendance,. 

And here is the Honor Roll of schools that 
attained to the high standard ‘thus set. ‘* Win- 
‘ter percent ’’ shows the relation of the winter 
average attendance to the enro!ment, while 
‘*Summer percent ’’ shows the relation, not 
of the summer average attendance. to the en- 
rolment, but of the summer average attend- 





The Sunday School Times announced last 





The Summer Attendance Roll of Honor 


ance to the winter average attendance, 








Name of School Town and State 


Winter Summer Winter Summer 
Enrolment Average Average percent -percent 

















VETERINARY COURSE. AT HOME 


$1200 year and upwards can be made taking ourVeter- 
inary Course at home during spare time; taught in sim- 
plest English; Diploma granted, positions obtained for 
successful students; cost within reach of all ; satisfac- 
tion guaranteed ; particulars free. Ontario Veterinary 


‘Correspondence School. Dept. 10, London, Canada, 


— 





HOLY LAND Ronson 









———_ ., * ag Passion ry. am to 
‘ mmodations. $550 
_REV. RAY ALLEN, Roc ter, N.Y, 











STANDARD COURSES inabsentia and residence 
ty graduati Oskal College, Oskal , la. 


BROWN’S 
BRONCHIAL TROCHES 


Ana immcdiate relief for Hoarseness, Coughs, Sore 
Throat, Bro and Asthmatic Troubles. An article 
of superior merit, absolutely free from any harmful 
ingredient. 

Pr.ce, 5 cents 5¢ cents and $1.00 per box. 

Sample mailed on request. 


JOHN L BROWN & SON, Boston, Mass. 


Gye Sunday School Gimes 


Philadelphia, December 25, 1909 


tntered at the Post-office at Philadeiphia as 
** second-class matter.’ 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, ‘These rates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate pe lbs or ina pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year, 
$ i.00 One copy, or any number of 
. copies less than five, $1.00 each, 

per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be ubowna 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 

The paper is not sent to dny subscriber beyond the 
time paid for, except by special request. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 
enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, wil? 
be sent jree upon application. 

FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


‘The Sunday School Times will be sent to an 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one address, 


5 shillings each. 
French Downie, 21 














| 





of the 
nion at 


For Great Britain, Mr. T. Fre 
Warwick Lane, London, E.C., will receive yeariy or 
half-yearly subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 

Ir. wnie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday Svhool Times Company. ; 


Tue SuNDAY SCHOOL TimgEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 






J /N\/\ TN US|! 
NEW-YORK] 








Presbyterian. ...... . . Hinsdale. III. : . 85 62 81 73 130 
First Presbyterian . . . . Springfield, Mass. . . 104 74 88 71 118 
| Ridott Union... 5 ERS Be aos . 113 77 87 68 113 
Hebron Lutheran . . Avonmore, Pa. . .. . . 267 162 171 60 105 
Methodist +. +s » + « New Glasgow, N.S.,Can., 154 104 108 67 104 
Croton Avenue M. E.. . .. . New Castle, Pa. . . . . 333 209 217 é2 103 
Presbyterian . rep epee Gee . Shickshinny, Pa. . . a5 130° 130 60 100 
| First Reformed . ee, oo ee ie 101 102 72 100 
Zion Evangelical, .... .. . Webster, N.Y... . . . 199 142 140 71 98 
Evangelical Lutheran. ... . Atlanta, Ga. ate tS Ste an 105 102 71 97 
Franklin Circle Christian. . . Cleveland, Ohio . . 335 288 279 86 96 
M.-E. Church ..... ... . . Burnet, ‘lexas . . 114 77 73 67 94 
Petrolia Mission . . . Allentown, N. Y. 32 29 27 gt 94 
First Presbyteria .» .Canon City, Colo. .. .652 509 469 78 92 
Grace M..E. ......4 . » Zanesville, Ohio ; . 613 378 346 61 9 
Reformed... ..... »..+ +. « Bellaire, Ohio . . 204 188 1972 92 91 
Delmar Avenue Baptist . . . St. Louis, Mo. . 232 163 4148 70 90: 
Methodist -: wy hee . Aurora, Ind.” . . . 244 195 173 80 88 
First Baptist . 2p"... 0% . Pasadena;’Cal. s'.. . .°. 521 378 322 72 85 
Second Reformed . .. >.» Grand Rapids, Mich, . . 290 223 185 77 83 
Winfield Memorial . . Little Rock, Ark. . . . . 825 552 452 67 82 
Knox Presbyterian . . «Mitchell, Ontario, Can. . 234 157 129 67 82 
OUU EE Ma nwt 6. ws . . Washington, Pa. ++ ee 238 193 72 82 
‘Third Presbyterian. . . . Richmond, Va. «4 a 211 172 76 8 
Bethany Presbyterian . So DO 331 265 76 80 
First Presbyterian . . Newport News, Va. . .« 342 249 199 72 80 
Calvary Presbyterian . . « Riverton, N. J. . 024°. '. 245 rir 89 76 80 
Division Street M. E. . . Fond du lac, Wis... . .°247 160 129 64 80 
Four Sunday-schools entitled to a place in this Honor Roll are mentioned separately 
because of the fact that there was a difference in their summer and winter enrolment. They 
| are listed below. Here the figures given in the column headed “ Summer percent ”’ 
| were arrived at, not in just the way used for the same column in the table above, but by 


&scertaining first the percentage showing the 
the summer enrolment, and then ascertaining 


| Summer percent of attendance to the winter percent of attendance. 
necessitated by the fact that these four schools reported different enrolments in summer 
The resultant figure in the last column of the two tables is therefore of the 


and winter. 
same character. 


junior and intermediate is one 
phe pms: oad 
i supplementary 

work, Today 


Bible Pictures 


are being in thousands of classes 
with most satisfactory results. 





WILDE’S BIBLE PICTURE SETS 


of 60 pictures contain, with one or two 
exceptions, one or more pictures on 
every lesson during the year and their 


cost is comparatively small. Try their 
use this year and learn for yourself of 
the satisfactory results. ice in a 


handsome portfolio, 50c. postpaid. 


W. A. WILDE COMPANY 
Western Office, Chicage 120 Boylston St., Boston 














QHRISTIAN LITERATURE 


Bibles, Hymnals, Books—evangelistic, devotional. 
exposi missionary. Cards, Wall Rolls. 
Sundries. ° Free Tracts for Christian Workers. 


Agents wanted. Send for Catalogues 
AMERICAN TRACT SOCIETY, 150 Nassau St., New fork 


” 

5 SCRIPTURAL GAMES old. (Instruct- 
= ive, interesting. “Picture Puzzle” ‘Bible 
Girls and Boys.” ‘Topic Bible cards and Bible Au- 
| thors. Each 25 cents, or 5 games for $5.0, postesie. 


Evangelical Pub. Co., Lakeside Bidg., Chicago. 





for young and 





relation of the summer average attendance to 
the percentage showing the relation of the 
This.computation was 








Winter Summer Winter Summer Winter Summer 
Name of*School Town and State Enrolment Enrolment Average Average percent perceat 
Faith Mission. . . . Pana, Il. ...... 8 76 51 56 60 121 
St. John A. M. E.. . Norfolk, Va... . . . 530 650 329 396 62 96 
Methodist . . Talladega, Ala. . - 342 387 240 asi 7o gt 
Presbyterian ; . Blairsville, Pa. . st « S82 285 166 176 76 





Sunday School Times failed to do so because 


School Times gladly recognizes them by speci 


Name of School Town and State 


than the required sixty percent of the enrolment. 
was not quite as high in proportion, so that these schools failed to attain the Honor Roll 
standard of a summer attendance which should be eighty percent of the winter attendance. 
But the exceptionally good work done by these Sunday-schools is such that The Sunday 


Five Sunday-schools that tried to ‘reach the Honor Roll standard suggested by The 


their winter attendance was so much higher 
The summer attendance in these schools 


al mention. They are the following : 


Winter Summer Winter Summer 
Enrolment Average Average percent percent 





South Broadway Christian . 
First Congregational . 
Second Baptist . 

First Presbyterian . wie 
Simcoe Street Methodist . 


. Denver. Col. 


. . Cleveland, Ohi 
. Hamilton, Ont, 





. Prescott, Arizona ; 
. Richmond, Va. , 


- 490 364 287 74 78 

. 105 go 71 85 78 

o.+ + + 574 459 358 80 77 
O . . + - 397 262 199 69 75 
Can, . . 348 262 194 75 74 





That there will be less excuse than’ ever 
| for any Sunday-school’s having a poor sum- 
mer of it in ‘1910 will be recognized when it 
is announced that The Sunday School Times 
will publish several remarkably effective ac- 
counts, next spring, of how Sunday-schools 
actually won their summer successes. The 
Times offered a prize of twenty-five dollars 
in gold to the Sunday-schooel that submitted 
an account of the best plans that were put into 








operation in the summer of 1900, and it takes 








pleasure in announcing the award of that 
-prize to the Ridott Union Sunday-school of 
Ridott, Illinois, of which .L. M. Swanzey is | 
superintendent. In addition ‘to the prize- | 
winning article, others were so good that | 
they have been retained. for publication. 
Get ready now for another Honor Roll of | 
this sort a year hence, by working up your 
winter and spring attendance. Full an- 
houncement of the conditions of such an 
Honor Roll will be made next spring. 


| 


Returnable examination co pies of the great hymn book 
HALLOWED HYMNS 
to churches needing new books. 


sent on request 


| THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., NEW YORK or CHICAGO, 


il —LADIES to solicit or- 
ANTED AGENTS setters isting 


eck . Write for particulars to Wheeler Mercan- 
tile Company, Dept. S, 78 Grand St., New York, N.Y. 


'3 New Members 
of the Times 
|_Book Family 


How to Speak Without Notes 


By Roper E. Sezer. A clear, brief, practical ad- 
dress by one of the strongest, most experienced 
public speakers of our time. 20 cents. 


Knowing and Teaching the Scholar 
By the Rev. A. F. Scnaurrisr, D.D., Chairman 
of the International Lesson Committee. How to 
study the child ; how todo blackboard-work ; how 
to use hand-work in_ teaching (a chapter by M. S. 
Littlefield) ; the teacher's work outside the school ; 
the conversion and culture of the scholar; all! in 
brief, practical chapters in a hand-hook that every 
teacher should have. 50 cents. 


Happy Hours for the Boys and Girls 
By the Rev. D. E. Lewis. A book for all who 
have wanted to teach children and .young people 
by means of blackboard or slate work, and whe 
have never had access to plain and easily work- 
able suggestions for such teaching. A book for 
leaders of junior societies, teachers, superintend- 
ents, pastors, parents. Fully illustrated with dia- 
grams, etc. cents ye 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
103t WALNUT STREET, - - PHILADELPHIA, Pa: 


























In ordering goods, or in making inguiry concerm- 
ing anything advertised inthis paper, you will vilige 
the publishers and the advertiser by stating that you 
saw the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Latest Approved Methods. 
t Grade Ofly: 
Stablished 1827. 


. x. - 
P. O. Kendal nm, Mass. 


OOK« 
FASTINGs Co. 


Correspondence Solicited. 


: 4 
6 ; or d 
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NEW YORK 
REAL ESTATE 


CERTAIN TO INCREASE 
PRODUCING LARGE INCOME 


A BOND Secured by. it 
yieldmg @9"a" year © 


isan 


A Share of STOCK 


which ts its ACTUAL 
OWNERSHIP, yields a. regular 
INCOME. and obtains its INCRE. 
MENT, 1s a better investment. 


Write to-day for Booklet SS. 
describing our Bonds and Stock 


New York Realty Owners 


489 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK 
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By 


Men and Missions William T. Ellis 


A book of arousement and -information for men who are, or who ought tobe, interested 
in.,missions as a man's job—and that means every .man: 






‘This is a man's book, for men, _ It is big and viriic, 


the broad-shouldere 
The wide and gene 
dayrven would mark» 


. Masculine product of a real man. 
I reading of this book by American 


and ,all-others with wefld vision and world interest,“’— 
Lieut.-Col. E. W. Malford, Vice-Chairman Laymen's 
Missionary Movement, Methodist Episcopal Church. 

“Sh <eXceedingly timely book. © Mr.’ Ellis brings a 


al investment... 





mation of the world problem of thé.church. ef Chast.’ 
Dr tha a Volitn- 


. SM. Zwemer, Candidate. Secretary 
teex Moncneent for Fores Misstons. 


“The chapter on the awakened and changed world 
is a masterful and dignified and comprehensive survey of 
conditions that specially address intelligent business men 


dawn of a-new epoch; ndtmerely — *- 
ithe actual work of missions, but itt poy Raed, 


pensable relations which laymen must sustain, tothe : mis- 
sionaty enterprise if.it is to meet the great opportunity 


before the church,’’—John R, Mott, General Secretary 


World's Christian Student Federation. 


ictive and practical layman's mind to bear wpon.the: 
_pisveaieday aslanoty sitet Meebowe wiih = great 3 
‘a “interesting illustration and argument the indis- - 





“ Men and Missions” is she book to put ifito. the -hands of mer’s-missionary committees and 
study classes. “An appendix giving a wealth of methods for the’ men of the churches; and the 
important. data of missionary statistics, isan. invaluable manual in itself. © Price, $700, postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL: TIMES: COMPANY; 103% ‘Walnut St. PHILADELPHIA, PA. 
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